English Cat idioms

To play cat and mouse with someone means :

1. To try to trick an enemy into making a
mistake so that you can have the
advantage.

2. To change your behaviour often to make an
opponent nervous or unsure.

E.g.: The actor spent all the week playing cat and mouse with the
press

? En francais, « Jouer au chat et a la souris»

To rain cats and dogs means :
To rain very heavily

Origin: Odin, the Norse god of storms, was often
pictured with dogs and wolves, which were symbols
of wind. Witches, who supposedly rode their brooms
during storms, were pictured with black cats, which
became signs of heavy rain for sailors. Therefore,
“raining cats and dogs” refers to a storm with wind
(dogs) and heavy rain (cats).
E.g.: The sky suddenly turned grey and it rained cats and dogs for 20
minutes.

En francais, « Pleuvoir des cordes », « Pleuvoir comme

vache qui pisse », « Pleuvoir (tomber) des hallebardes ».
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E.g.: | left the classroom for a few minutes and when | returned it was
chaos. Ugh, when the cat's away the mice will play.

En francgais, « Quand le chat n’est pas |3, les souris
dansent».
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