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Lecture No. 3: WORD STRESS: Stress Placement in Complex Words

Introduction
Up to this point, we have considered stress placement in simple words consisting of a single stem. In the

following courses, we shall examine stress placement in complex words, which are of two types: words made
from the basic stem word with an addition of an affix (prefix or suffix), and compound words which are made of
two or more words.

* Affixes have one of the three possibilities effects on word stress ( Roach, 1991, p.96):
e The affix itself receives the primary stress: semicircle, chinese
e The word is stressed just as if the affix was not there (the affix is neutral, it does not affect stress), e.g. un,
ing, al, ly, ness, less...
e  The stress remains on the stem, but shifts to another syllable ( ic, ation, ...)
1. Stress assignment on prefixes (most of the prefixes do not receive stress)
For example, in the words containing prefixes such as: a-, ab-, an-, co-, de-, dis-, im-, in-, re-, un-

the primary stress mostly does not fall on the prefix but on one of the stem syllables (neutral prefixes)

Prefixes Example words

a- aside /a'said/, aback /o'bak/, apart / /

ab- abnormal /&b'no:mol/, absolve /ob'zolv/

an- anachronism /o'neekranizm/, another/s'nods/

co- cooperative /kov'pprotiv/, cohabit /keu'heebit/, coordinate / /

de- demotivate /di:'moutivert /, decode / di:'kowd/, deactivate / /

dis- dislike /dis'laik/, dissagree /disa'gri:/, dispatch /dr'speetf/, disable / /
im- impossible /im'posabl/, immortal /i'mo:tl/, imprison im'prizn/, imbalance / /
in- intoxicate /in'toksikert/, invaluable /in'vaeljobl/, incorrect / /

re- resource /ri'za:sfor_/ri'so:s/ , reorder /ri:'a:da/, rearrange / /

un- uncertain /an's3:tn/, Unfaithful /an'fer0fl/, unable / /

Exceptions: impotent / /, impulse / /, impudent / /, infinite / /

2. Stress assignment on suffixes
Unlike prefixes, suffixes can either be neutral, receive stress or change stress placement from one syllable to

another on the stem.

2.1. Neutral suffixes
For words containing stress-neutral suffixes, the stress does not shift to another syllable when these suffixes are

added to the stem and they do not influence its pronunciation.
Suffixes that do not affect stress placement (neutral) are able, age, al, dom, ern, ful, ing, ist, less, ly, ment, ness,

ship, some, wise, ish, un, ous, fy, y, hood...

neutral suffix words

able (adj) considerable /kon'sidorabl/, unavoidable /ane'vordebl/, comfortable / /
age (adj) marriage /'meridz/,passage /'paesids/, orphanage / /

al (adj/n) actual / /, refusal / /, arrival / /

dom (n) kingdom /'’kmdom/, Wisdom /'wizdsm/ , martyrdom / /

ern (adj) western /'westn/, eastern /'i:ston/ , northern /'na:dan/ , southern / /
ful (adj) sorrowful /'soroufl/, beautiful /'bju:tifl/ , merciful / /

ing (gerund) educating /'edjukertm/, interesting/ intresti/, consisting / /
ist (adj) journalist /'d33:nalist/, physicist /'fizisist/ , specialist / /

less (adj) bottomless /'botomlas/, defenseless /di'fenslas/, penniless / /

ly (adv) apparently /o'paerontli/, rapidly /'reepidli/, carelessly / /

ment (n) development /di'velopmant/, accompaniment / /

ness (n) tenderness /'tendanas/, greatness /'greitnas/, quietness / /
ship (n) censorship/'sensafip/,dictatorship/dik teitafip/, sponsorship / /
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some (adj) adventuresome, quarrelsome /'kworlsom/, venturesome / /
wise (adj) otherwise /'a8owaiz/, Clockwise /'klokwaiz/, cornerwise / /
un (adj) unhappy / /, unsuccessful

ous (adj) dangerous / /

y (adj) funny/  /

hood (n) brotherhood / /, neighbourhood / /

Exceptions: admirable, advertisement, reference, preferable, resident. (transcribe them)
2.2.Stress-carrying suffixes

The suffixes which attract the primary stress placement to the final syllable are also called_stress-attracting
suffixes or stress-carrying suffixes, which are summarized in the following rule:

Rule: the following suffixes carry the primary stress: -aire, ee, eer, ese, -ette, esque, ique

Suffixes Examples for Transcription

aire billionaire /biljo'nes/, millionaire /milja'nea/, questionnaire / /
ee absentee, referee,
eer engineer/ end31'nia/, volunteer /,volon'tta/, mountaineer / /, pioneer / /
ese Vietnamese /,vietna'mi:z/ , Portuguese / po:tju'gi:z, -tfu-/, Japanese, Journalese

ette silhouette / silu'et/, marionette / marro'net/, launderette /1o:n'dret/, kitchenette

esque romanesque/ rovma'nesk/, picturesque /,piktfa'resk/, arabesque / /

ique critique /krr'ti:k/, technique /tek'ni:k/, unique /ju:'ni:k/, boutique / /

Remark: ‘ade’ ‘00’ and ‘oon)_can be either endings or a suffixes; in both cases they receive stress, such as:

1. persuade /pa‘swerd/, dissuade/dr'sweid/, blockade /

2. kangaroo / kengs ru:/, shampoo /feem'pu:/, waterloo / /
3. typhoon /tar'fu:n/ , balloon /ba'lu:n/, buffoon / /
Exceptions: Igloo /'iglu:/, Cuckoo /'kuvku:/, decade /'dekerd/, comrade /'’komrerd/, employee / /

2.3. Stress-shifting suffixes
Some suffixes cause a change of the primary stress from one syllable to another one on the stem; it either
moves to the penultimate syllable ante-penultimate.

2.3.1. Suffixes causing penultimate stress

Rule: When the following suffixes are added to the stem, the primary stress shifts to the last syllable of the
stem (or the penultimate syllable, the syllable preceding the suffix)/;

Suffixes: eous,graphy, ial, ual, ian, ient, ic, ible, logy, ion, ious, ty ive, meter.

Examples:
Suffix-ending Examples for Transcription
ic Athletic /eb'letik/, economic /ike'npmik/ , graphic/'graefik/, geographic /dzi:o'geefik/,
philosophic/ fila'spfik/, psychologic /satke'lndsik/, specific /spa'sifik/, scientific /saron'trfik/,
syntactic /sim'tektik/, semiotics /semi'tiks/ , theoretic /O1a'retik/, linguistics /lm'gwistiks/,
semantics / /, phonetics.
ion television / teli'vizn/, revision /ri'vizn/, elision /1'li3n/, errosion / /
tion relation /r1'le1fn/, association /9,saust'e1fn/, participation / /

Transcribe the words below:

eous: advantageous ible: flexible, impossible
graphy: photography logy: psychology, physiology
ial: commercial, financial ion: perfection, interaction
ual: intellectual ious: injurious, furious

ian: politician ty: complexity,objectivity
ient: efficient, sufficient ive: attractive, collective
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ic: energetic, academic meter: parameter, kilometer

Most common exceptions: arabic/'arobik/, arithmetic/a'riOmotik/, arsenic/'a:sonik/, Heretic
/'herttik/, catholic /'ka6alik/, lunatic /'lu:natik/, politic/‘politik/, rhetoric /'retorik/.

2.3.2. The verbal suffix —ish causing Penultimate stress:

This is a stress-shifting suffix found only in verbs (we can find the suffix —ish with adjectives, but it is a stress

neutral suffix like in: Child — Childish /'tfaild1f/)

Rule 3: English verbs ending in —ish carry the stress on the penultimate syllable( before this suffix)

E.g: banish /'benif/, nourish /narif/, polish /'polif/, cherish /'tfertf/, publish /‘pablif/, abolish /a'bolifJ,
distinguish/dr'stiggwif/, demolish/dr'molif/, establish/1'steeblif.

Exception: The only one exception to this rule is the verb ‘impoverish’ /im'povarif/.

2.4.3. Verbal endings causing Antepenultimate stress: (2" from the suffix or 3 from the end)

Rule 5: English verbs of three syllable or more ending in —ate, —ise (ize) or —fy, are stressed on the
antepenultimate syllable ( 3" from the end).

Examples:

—ate Calculate /'[ el 111 [Ju 1)/, Discriminate /di'skriminert/, Evaluate /1'veeljuert/, Generate
/'3 el111l1/, Hibernate /'Uarl ol [11l]/, Investigate /in'vestigert/, Legitimate
/1a'dzitimert/, Participate /pa.:'tisipert/, Separate /'seporert/.

—ise (ize) Analyse /'&nolaiz/, Civilize /' 110 JalJarl !/, Democratize /[ '1'[Jpl[][lal]aiz/, organize
/'a:gallail )/, Paralyse /'paeralaiz/, Publicise, Utilise /'ju:tilaiz/

—fy Clarify, dignify, identify /ar'dentifar/, electrify, exemplify, nullify /'nalifar/ purify
/' Hvel1lar/, qualify /'kwolifar/, signify, simplify, solidify / /.

Exercise : transcribe the following words : operate, exagerate, recognize, criticize, apologize, associate.
Exercise : transcribe these words: arristocracy, democracy, pharmacy, ambiguity, creativity, credibility,

opportunity, necessity,reality,society, attitude, gratitude, aptitude.

Time for Practice
Exercise 1: Transcribe the following complex words and marks stress

Examples Transcription Examples Transcription
Assistance | Defiance |
Allowance | . Servant | e,
Freedom | ... Difference | .
Frightful | .. Fatherhood | .o
Preparing | . Fearlessly | o
Uselessness | cooeiiiiiii Amendment | L
Elitist | Troublesome | oo
Afterwards | . Research
Otherwise | ...
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Exercise 2: Transcribe the following words

Examples Transcription Examples Transcription
Limonade | ..., Barricade | .
Canonnade | ..o, Cascade | o
Refugee | . Trainee | o
Detainee | Interviewee
Devotee | o
Velveteen | . Seventeen | .
Careen | i Halloween | ..o
Mountaineer | .oeiiiiiiie Pioneer |
Journalese | ... Japanese 0 |
Grotesque | i Evacuee |
Tattoo | Cartoon | o
Cigarette | .o Cassette | o
Antique | Boutique | .
Exercise 3: Transcribe the following words

Examples Transcription Examples Transcription

Problematic | ... Poetic |
Gigantic | Magnetic | i
Electric | Basic |
Occasion | ciiiieiii IMusion |
Communication | ....oceviiiiiniiinnnnns Publication | ...
Fiction | . Civilisation | ...
Radiography | e, Filmography | .

Trilogy | e, Eulogy | e

Kilometer | . Speedometer | e,

Exercise 4: Transcribe the following words
Examples Transcription Examples Transcription

Duplicate | .o, Associate | e
Pasteurise | .o, Americanize | .oiiiiiiiiieea
Falsify | Horrify |
Lunacy | Humility |
Latitude | Variety | e
Historical | ... Poetry |
Radiography | ..o Filmography | ...
Trilogy | Eulogy | e
Kilometer | . Speedometer | ..o




