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Explain why the inventions can be called “fabulous™.

GROUP A will read about The Time Machine.
GROUP B will read about The Great Automatic Grammatizator.

Fabulous: extraordinary,
esp. extraordinarily large:
fabulous riches.

* informal: amazingly good;
wonderful: a fabulous two-
week vacation.

* having no basis in reality ;
mythical: fabulous creatures.
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Adolph Knipe is a brilliant inventor working in Mr. Bohlen's factory. He has
invented a “great automatic computing engine” and has been asked by his boss
to modify it so it can write novels.

You understand that.”
“Look, Mr Bohlen. With the sort of switchboard I'm rigging up', you'll be able
to write any sort of book you want.”

And this was true, for within another couple of months, the genius of Adolph Knipe
had not only adapted the machine for novel writing, but had constructed a marvellous
new control system which enabled the author to pre-select literally any type of plot2
and any style of writing he desired. There were so many dials and levers on the thing,
it looked like the instrument panel of some enormous aeroplane.

First, by depressing one of a series of master buttons, the writer made his primary
decision: historical, satirical, philosophical, political, romantic, erotic, humorous, or
straight. Then, from the second row (the basic buttons), he chose his theme: army life,
pioneer days, civil war, world war, racial problem, wild west, country life, childhood
memories |...| and many, many more. The third row of the buttons gave a choice of
literary style: classical, whimsical, racy, |...| feminine, etc. The fourth was for characters

..}and so on and so on — ten long rows of pre-selector buttons. |.

Control had also to be exercised during the actual writing process (which took
about fifteen minutes per novel), and to do this the author had to sit, as it were, in the
driver’s seat, and pull (or push) a battery of level stops, as on an organ? ...} to modulate
 fifty different and variable qualities such as tension, surprise, humour, pathos, and
mystery. |...]

Finally, there was the question of ‘passion’ [...] the most important ingredient
of all - a magical catalyst that |...] could transform the dullest* novel into a howling
success [...J. But Knipe also knew that passion was powerful, heady stuff, and must

“ This time I'm going to make damn sure I write a high class intelligent book.

5 be prudently dispensed — the right proportions at the right moment; and to ensure

this, he had devised an independent control |...| operated by foot-pedals, similar to the
throttle and break in a car. One pedal governed the percentage of passion to be injected,
the other regulated the intensity. There was no doubt, of course |...| that the writing of
a novel by the Knipe method was going to be rather like flying a plane and driving a
car and playing an organ all at the same time, but this did not trouble the inventor. |..

“Good God, Knipe! I'll never be able to do all that! Dammit, man, it'd be easier to
write the thing by hand!”

“You'll soon get used to it, Mr Bohlen, I promise you. In a week or two, you'll be
doing it without hardly thinking. It's just like learning to drive.”

Roald Dahl, The Great Automatic Grammatizator (1961)

1. building

2. storyline

3. a musical instrument like a piano with keys and pedals
4. boring




