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Course description

The goal of research methodology is to learn how research is done and to put that knowledge into
practice. This course is divided into four parts: it starts with the revision of basics of methodology,
then research methods, research tools, analysis of both qualitative and qualitative research and
ultimately how to write the most important parts of a dissertation such as the abstract and the

general conclusion.



Course objectives

This course is meant as preparation for master dissertations. One of its objectives is to review some

concepts related to research, already seen in previous levels. Its main purpose is to introduce

students to qualitative and quantitative research which will help them gain an overview of research

methodology, design and analysis of data and the format of a dissertation.

Lectures Schedule

MONTH

WEEK

LECTURE/ TUTORIAL

OBSERVATION

SEPTEMBER

First contact with students
Characteristics of good research and good
researchers

Test yourself

OCTOBER

Part one: Basics of Research Methodology

( revision of important concepts seen previously)
Identifying a research problem

Aids to locating and analyzing problems
Research process

Research purpose

Research questions and hypotheses
Characteristics of a good title

7. Test yourself

ok wdE

Part two: Types of Research
1. Types of research: Application perspective
2. Types of research: Objective perspective
3. Types of research: Mode of inquiry

Quantitative research versus qualitative research
Review of sampling in both of them

Part three: Data Gathering tools
1.How to construct a questionnaire
2. How to prepare an observation
3. How to deal with and interview
Assignment

NOVEMBER

Discussion based on the assignment
4. How to prepare an observation
5. How to deal with and interview
Assignment

Discussion based on the assignment




Part four: Data Analysis
1. Quantitative data analysis
e Descriptive statistics ( review)
e Inferential statistics ( testing the
hypothesis)
- Follow up
3 Assignment
Discussion based on the assignment
4 1. Qualitative data analysis
Assignment
1 Discussion based on the assignment
1. How to write an abstract
1. How to write a general conclusion
2 2. General discussion /Answers to students
DECEMBER
questions
3
4
1 Exam
2
JANUARY
3
4.

Further reading

Chapters from the books listed above in addition to some pdfs will be selected to be used as
assignments.

Requirements: The class schedule requires reading; therefore, doing the different assignments is
compulsory before class to be ready to discuss the reading selected in each of them.

Assessment: The exam (100%) is based on the lectures and the readings given in the assignments




