
When New York City needed
foster care for vulnerable boys
with emotional problems, the an-
swer was often the Long Island
home of Cesar Gonzales-Mu-
gaburu.

Over two decades, the city’s
child welfare agency sent 95 boys
to live with Mr. Gonzales-Mu-
gaburu, according to state
records. Other child welfare agen-
cies turned to him during that
time as well. In all, 106 boys were
placed with Mr. Gonzales-Mu-
gaburu, as he became a sort of sto-
rybook hero to child welfare work-
ers struggling to find suitable
homes for troubled children.

Yet some of the boys who had
been in his care tried to tell a dif-
ferent story to anyone who would
listen — a school guidance coun-

selor, or social workers. Anony-
mous tipsters called a child-abuse
hotline that feeds reports into a
statewide database.

Some of the reports alleged bi-
zarre neglect, like refusing to re-
place a child’s broken glasses or
not letting a child shower. Other
reports, from as recently as last
April and as far back as the 1990s,
accused Mr. Gonzales-Mugaburu
of sexual abuse. But the investiga-
tions did not lead to criminal
charges or apparently to any
limitations on his role as a foster
parent.

So the four-bedroom house in
the hamlet of Ridge, N.Y., with a
backyard pool and water slide,
continued to serve as a destina-

tion for foster children, placed in
Mr. Gonzales-Mugaburu’s care by
a Long Island nonprofit, SCO
Family of Services, that is paid
tens of millions of dollars a year by
New York City. For eight of the
children, who were adopted by Mr.
Gonzales-Mugaburu, the house
became a permanent home.

But the long run of suspicions
ultimately caught up with Mr.
Gonzales-Mugaburu, and last
month prosecutors in Suffolk
County charged him with sexually
abusing at least five children and
endangering two others.

It is one of the most damning
episodes to strike the region’s
child welfare system in recent
years, and investigators believe
other children may have been
abused.

Interviews with law enforce-
ment and child welfare officials
and information from state child-
protection records document a
trail of suspicions and a failure of
oversight by SCO and by the gov-
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The police detained executives from a construction company a day after an overpass fell in Kolkata, killing at least 23. Page A5.

Searching for Answers in India

By MARK LANDLER

WASHINGTON — President
Obama on Friday questioned
Donald J. Trump’s fitness for of-
fice after statements from the Re-
publican front-runner that the
United States and its allies
should move away from decades
of constraints on the use of nucle-
ar weapons. “We don’t want
somebody in the Oval Office who
doesn’t recognize how important
that is,” Mr. Obama said.

Speaking to reporters at the
end of a summit meeting devoted
to nuclear security, the president
said the comments by Mr. Trump
reflected a person who “doesn’t
know much about foreign policy
or nuclear policy or the Korean
Peninsula or the world general-
ly.”

Mr. Obama has not hesitated to
criticize Mr. Trump for contribut-
ing to a coarse tone and circus-
like atmosphere on the campaign
trail. But his criticism of the can-
didate’s comments on nuclear
proliferation was not about public
language or personal style, but
about one of the gravest respon-
sibilities of an American presi-
dent. It carried an extra edge be-
cause it involved an issue that
Mr. Obama has made a central
goal of his presidency.

He said world leaders and oth-
er participants at the conference
had expressed concerns about
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By ERIK ECKHOLM

TOPEKA, Kan. — Washington
is locked in partisan warfare over
control of the Supreme Court. But
it is hardly the only place. Look at
the states, where political attacks
on judicial decisions are common
and well-financed attack ads are
starting to jar the once-sleepy
elections for State Supreme
Court seats.

Nowhere is the battle more
fiery than here in Kansas. Gov.
Sam Brownback and other con-
servative Republicans have ex-
pressed outrage over State Su-
preme Court decisions that over-
turned death penalty verdicts,

blocked anti-abortion laws and
hampered Mr. Brownback’s ef-
forts to slash taxes and spending,
and they are seeking to reshape a
body they call unaccountable to
the right-tilting public.

At one point, the Legislature
threatened to suspend all funding
for the courts. The Supreme
Court, in turn, ruled in February
that the state’s public schools
must shut down altogether if
poorer districts do not get more
money by June 30.

“A political bullying tactic” and
“an assault on Kansas families, 

Outraged by Court in Kansas, 

G.O.P. Sets Out to Reshape It
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By MATT APUZZO
and ALAN BLINDER

WASHINGTON — The Obama
administration is considering
whether North Carolina’s new
law on gay and transgender
rights makes the state ineligible
for billions of dollars in federal
aid for schools, highways and
housing, officials said Friday.

Cutting off any federal money
— or even simply threatening to
do so — would put major new
pressure on North Carolina to re-
peal the law, which eliminated lo-
cal protections for gay and trans-
gender people and restricted
which bathrooms transgender
people can use. A loss of federal
money could send the state into a
budget crisis and jeopardize
services that are central to daily
life.

Although experts said such a
drastic step was unlikely, at least
immediately, the administration’s
review puts North Carolina on
notice that the new law could
have financial consequences.
Gov. Pat McCrory of North Caro-
lina had assured residents that
the law would not jeopardize fed-
eral money for education.

But the law also represents a
test for the Obama administra-
tion, which has declared that the
fight for gay and transgender
rights is a continuation of the civ-
il rights era. The North Carolina
dispute forces the administration
to decide how aggressively to
fight on that principle.

The North Carolina law creat-
ed a mandatory statewide anti-
discrimination policy, but it did
not include specific protections
based on sexual orientation or
gender identity. The law prohib-
its transgender people from us-
ing public bathrooms that do not
match the sexes on their birth
certificates.

Anthony Foxx, the secretary of
transportation, first raised the
prospect of a review of federal
funding in public remarks on
Tuesday in North Carolina. The
Department of Transportation
provides roughly $1 billion a year
to North Carolina. The New York
Times then asked other federal 
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And so the worst-kept secret in
fashion has been confirmed:
Hedi Slimane, the creative and
image director of Yves Saint
Laurent, has left the brand. Giv-
en the strength of the rumors of
his departure that have been
circulating since January, this

may go down as
the most anti-
climactic fashion
announcement
ever made.

But despite the
fact that it hap-

pened on April Fools’ Day (a
coincidence that probably es-
caped no one), the news has
serious implications. Mr. Slimane
is the fourth designer at a major
fashion house to recently leave
his post after less than five
years. Last July, Alexander
Wang left Balenciaga after three
years; in October, Raf Simons
left Christian Dior after the same
amount of time; and in February,
Stefano Pilati left Zegna. Mr.
Slimane has been at the helm of
YSL since 2012.

Mr. Slimane accomplished a lot
in that time, transforming the
brand’s reputation as well as its
financial fortunes. Saint Laurent
is now the fastest-growing line in
the luxury portfolio of its parent
company, Kering, reporting
slightly less than 1 billion euros,
or about $1.14 billion, in revenue

for 2015, up 38 percent from 2014.
Saint Laurent now accounts for
12 percent of sales by Kering’s
luxury brands and 8 percent of
the group’s total sales.

To do so, Mr. Slimane also
created a model of an all-power-
ful aesthetic mastermind that

has since been adopted by
Alessandro Michele at Gucci and
has become the dream of many
designers. But the idea that the
brand’s transformation is com-
plete, as the news release sug-
gests (to be specific, the state-
ment characterized Mr. Slimane’s

stay as “a four-year mission,
which has led to the complete
repositioning of the brand”), and
can simply be handed over to
another designer, is a troubling
one.

Yet this seems to have become
the conventional wisdom of the
industry. Gildo Zegna, chief
executive of the Italian men’s
wear label Ermenegildo Zegna,
said something very similar
when Mr. Pilati left: “We wanted
to develop a strong point of view
in fashion, and for Zegna to be a
show not to be missed in Milan.
We have reached this objective
faster than expected.” On to the
next! At a lunch to start Milan
Fashion Week in February, I sat
next to François-Henri Pinault,
chief executive of Kering, and
asked him about such abbreviat-
ed relationships, as one does
when faced with that kind of
opportunity. He shrugged and
said, “That is the normal life
cycle of modern luxury.”

Let’s hope that isn’t true.
Fashion has been infected by

the contemporary disease of
short-termism. And this means
“fashion” writ large: not only
executives on the corporate side,
who in public companies neces-
sarily have to think in reporting
quarters, but also the members
of the design side, which is not
exempt here. There is a tendency

In Designer’s Departure, Troubling Legacy for the Fashion World

Hedi Slimane joins a rash of designers moving on after less than
five years. Above, his Saint Laurent show in Paris last month.
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To jumpstart the
venerable Pabst
Brewing, the owner
is leveraging the
company’s heritage
and stock of vintage
beer recipes. PAGE B1
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A memoir by a former C.I.A. officer sug-
gests that the work of those toiling in
the shadows is complicated by politics
and competing agendas. PAGE A7
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With New York’s latest budget, the state
should eventually have a uniform $15 an
hour minimum wage. But for years, it
will vary by location and job. PAGE A12
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Bumpy Path to a $15 Wage

Fans reveal their reactions when their
images were caught by Chang W. Lee of
The Times at a crucial point in Game 5
of the World Series. PAGE D1
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A Photograph Comes to Life

THIS WEEKEND

Cao Fei’s first American museum sur-
vey encapsulates China’s societal shifts
in art. Above: “Haze and Fog.” PAGE C1
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An Artist’s Eye Watches China

Zaha Hadid’s death has shaken fellow
architects, with the loss felt most keenly
among women in the field.  PAGE C1

A Role Model Gone

Chicago has had more than 600 shoot-
ings this year, and now the police are in-
vestigating what appears to be a selfie
video that may have recorded a victim
as well as an assailant. PAGE A8
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Glimpse of Chicago Violence?

Hundreds of thousands of people could
lose food stamps if states reimpose time
limits and work requirements. PAGE A10

Food Stamp Benefits at Risk

A day after new F.D.A. guidelines eased
use of an abortion-inducing drug, Gov.
Doug Ducey of Arizona approved a law
imposing the older protocol. PAGE A8

Skirting Abortion-Pill Measure

After years of economic desper-
ation, American workers are fi-
nally regaining some of the
ground they lost in the last
decade’s recession and the pallid
recovery that followed.

Companies have been hiring in
recent months at a pace not seen
before in this century. Wages are
rising faster than inflation. Job-
lessness is hovering near the low
levels last reached in 2007 before
the economy’s downturn.

And perhaps most significantly,
the army of unemployed people
who gave up and dropped out of
the job market is not only looking
for work, but actually finding it.

The 215,000 jump in payrolls in
March reported by the Labor De-
partment on Friday capped the
best two-year period for hiring
since the late 1990s, while the pro-
portion of Americans in the labor
force — which had been on a
downward trajectory since 2001
and an even steeper slide since
2008 — hit a two-year high.

“It’s really a best-case sce-
nario,” said Michelle Meyer, depu-
ty head of United States econom-
ics at Bank of America Merrill
Lynch. “I was particularly encour-
aged by the pickup in labor force
participation.”

The underlying strength appar-
ent in the report for March
reinforces growing evidence that
the economy, despite a host of re-
maining ills, is now consistently
moving in the right direction.

“This is close to a Goldilocks
scenario,” said Scott Clemons,
chief investment strategist at
Brown Brothers Harriman. He
noted that hiring and wage gains
were healthy in March, but not so
robust as to ignite inflation fears
and tempt the Federal Reserve to
move more quickly to raise rates
and temper growth.

To be sure, the damage from the
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Jobless Rate Ticks Up, as
More People Look
for Work Again
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Late Edition
Today, breezy, showers, high 59. To-
night, strong winds, a shower or
two, a snow shower late, low 37. To-
morrow, strong winds, high 43.
Weather map appears on Page D8.
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