Reprintedrom
THE ANNUAL OF
THE BRITISH SCHOQL AT ATHENS
Volume 93
1998



RICH BEYOND THE DREAMS OF AVARIS:
TELL EL-DAB'A AND THE AEGEAN
WORLD - A GUIDE FOR THE PERPLEXED

. . . hundred of ships of new cedar filled with gold, lapis-lazulj silver, turquoi® ard countles battle-axs of
bronze nat to mentian the moringa-oi| incense fat, honey itrn-wood, ssndm-woodard all their valuabk timber -
all the goad producs of Retem [Syria] 2

THUS did the 17h Dynasy Theba king Kamo® portray the rich, bustling crowdel harbou
at Avaris during the reign of the Hyksa king Apophis in the only surviving contemporar
description of the Hykscs capital Not long aftee Kamoses portrayal however the city of
Avaris wert up in flames torchel by the Egyptian army unde Kamoses younge brothe ard
successgrPharatn Ahmoe |: the fame liberata of Egypt conquero of the hatal Hyksos
and founde of the Egyptian 18h Dynasty The city was destroyd by Ahmos during his
elevenh yea of rule or som thereafter he reigned c. 1550—153 BC or c. 1539—154 BC
(accordimy to the Egyptian high ard low chronologis respectively§. The vengefii Egyptians
bert on erasig al memoy of the despisd Asiatics apparentt destroyd mud of the city
and razal mog of the buildings in Avaris, as they did with neary all the Hykses monumens

11 am gratefu to J. L. Davis P. Foss D. Harris-Cling S
W. Manning J. D. Muhly, P. Rehak R. Schindler ard J.
Younge for readirg ard commentig upan earlie versiors
of this article With respet to the title, apologie are offered
to Maimonides and to Samué Johnse (as recorde in J.
Boswell Life of Johnsor(1791) entry for 4 Apr. 1781)
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2 Kamos Stek Il, lines 13—5 translation following J. B.
Pritchad (ed) AncientNear EasternTexts(Princeton 1969)
554-5 L. Habachj The SecondSteleof Kamose(Gluckstadt
1972) 37, 49; D. B. Redford Egypt, Canaan,andlIsrael in Ancient
Times (Princeton 1992) 12Q id., 'Textud source for the
Hyksos period; in Oren 1997 14

3 Cf. W. C. Hayes The Scepterof Egyptll: The HyksosPeriod
and the New Kingdom (1675-1080BC) (New York, 1959) 42; K.
A. Kitchen 'The basis of Egyptian chronoloy in relation
to the bronz age, in P. Astrom (ed) High, Middle or Low?
(Acts ofan International Colloquiumon AbsoluteChronologyHeld at
the University of Gothenburg 20th-22nd August1987), Pt. 1
(Goteborg 1987) 52; N. Grimal, A History of AncientEgypt
(Oxford, 1992) 193 P. M. Warren '‘Minoan Cret ard
Pharaond Egypt, in Davies and Schofiell 1995 4; J. M.
Weinstein 'Reflectiors on the chronoloy of Tel el-Dalfa’,
in Davies ard Schofietl 1995 85; K. P. Foste ard R. K.
Ritner, 'Texts storms ard the Thera eruption, JNES55
(1996) 9-10 Bietk 1996 81; D. O'Connor 'The Hykscs
periad in Egypt; in Oren 1997 45, 56.
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throughow Egypt ard the Nile Delta? An eyewitnes accoun to the captue of Avaris is
preserve in a text inscribed in a tomb a el-Kab in Uppa Egypt Here was buried an
Egyptian sea captain also namel Ahmose who recorde his participation in the campaign
He statel tha the city was capturel after a series of assauk by both land and water ard tha
a large amoun of plunde was secure during the destructiom of the city: 'Then Avaris was
sackel ard | carried off spol from there . . .".

Excavatioms at the site of Tel el-Dalfa in the Nile Delta now generaly acceptd as ancier
Avaris, hawe beea ongoirg during the pas three decadesAn Austrian tean of archaeologist
headd by Manfred Bietak Professo of Egyptology a the Universily of Vienng has reveale
occupationhremairs from al periods of the ancien city® Bietaks recen publication of Avaris:
The Capital of the Hyksos.RecentExcavationsat Tell el-Dalfa (London 1999 describs mog of the
sites history, from its origins as a smal settlemenin the early 12h Dynasy of the Middle
Kingdom Period throuch the coming of the Canaanite in the 13th Dynasy and the
subsequenestablishmeinof the site as the capitd city of the Hyksos and culminatirg with the
expulsion of the Hyksacs ard the rebuildirg programne of the early 18h DynastyEgyptians

Originally presentd in July 192 as the inaugura lecture in the Raymor and Beverly
Sackle Foundatio Distinguishe Lecture in Egyptoloy & the British Museum the conteng
of this concise elaborate} illustrated volume were apparenty updatel and revised until
virtually the momert befoe its publicatian in 1996 The discussio incorporate the resuls of
the mog recen excavatio seasos (1993—% ard may be considerd to supersed most if nat
all, of the previots publicatiors by Biet&k ard the membes of his team However specialiss
will nov wart to supplementhis generavolume with a more technicé article which includes
some usefll digressionsoriginally given as a pape by Bietek & a semina on the Hyksa hed
at the Universily of Pennsylvard from Januay to April 192 ard just publishel in a supeb
and welcorne volume edited by Elieze Oren!

After the expulsion of the Hyksas by Ahmose markel & much of Tell el-Dalfa by Stratun
D/2, large pars of the site seen to hawe remaine abandone for quite sone time. However a
leag ore portion of the city seens to hawe bee quickly resettlel ard rebuik by the victorious
Egyptians The relevan early 18h Dynasy levels referral to as Strat C/1-3 by Bietek ard his
team hawe 0 far bean found a Tel el-Dalfa only in the citadeé area known as ‘Ezbd Helmi
(Bietaks Area H/1-V). Here buildings with paralles to Ahmoses so-callel 'northern ard

4 Cf. Hayes (n. 3), 11-39 Redfod (n. 2), 115-16 M. Bernal
Black Athena: The Afroasiatic Rootsof Classical Civilisation, ii: The
Archaeologicaland DocumentaryEvidence (New Brunswick NJ,
1990)352-5

® Cf. translatios and discussion in Pritchad (n. 2), 233-4
Redfod (n. 2), 128-9 Grimd (n. 3), 193-4 P. A. Clayton
Chronicleofthe Pharaohf_ondon1994)97.

 David O'Conna has recenty publishel a user-friendy
map ard conci® accompanyig descriptiom of the remairs
visible and/a excavatd by Bietek at the site 'Tel el-Dalfa
ard its envirors actualy consiss of three tells, or occupatio
mounds The northeastar (ard its possibé outliers in the
northwesten quadram of the generd region) is New
Kingdom in dak ... a centralyy locatel mourd represerst a
substantia Twelfth Dynasy town, which expandd in siz in
the Thirteenh ard Fifteenh Dynasties Immediatey to the
southwest anothe tell had sone Twelfth Dynasy

occupation but expandd greaty during the Thirteenh ard
the Fifteenth This tell, on presemn evidence housel the
pala@ and associaté structure of the Fifteenh Dynasy
pharaols (i.e, the Hykscs of the Fifteenh Dynasty);
O'Conna (n. 3), 53 with figure 2.6

7 Bietsk 1997 The underlyig dat ard accompanyig
illustratiors containel in the® two mog recen publicatiors
by Biet&k are substantialj the same but the text ard
discussion are somewha different apparentl due in pat to
extensie editing of Bietaks contribution to Orens volume by
Stepha Harvey cf Biet&k 1997 10 n. 1. Observahreades
of German will al® note a similarity betwea the® two
publicatiors and much of Bietaks contribution to the
cataloge accompanyig the Tell el-Dalfa exhibition in
Vienna (Bietek 1994) Cf. now alsq in French M. Bietak
‘Avaris. Tell-d Dal’a’, LesDossiersd'archeologie?13 (1996)
16-23
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'southerh palacs a Deir el-Ballss in Uppe Egypt were found® The city may hawe been usel
as a military ba®e and harbou for Ahmoses continuel expeditiors againg the remnang of the
Hyksos in southen Syria-Palestiné. Bietsk suggest tha the newly refurbishe settlement
apparentf no longe called Avaris may hawe bean rename Peru-nefe (‘happy journey) a this
time° Peru-nefe is describe in Egyptian texts as a famows 18h Dynasy harbour/dockyat
but has neve bean definitively located mary othe authorities conside Peru-nefe to hawe
bea situatel a& Memphis™ Tel el-Dalfa subsequentl expandd ard flourished one agan
unde the New Kingdom Egyptiars and reache a pinnack during the reign of Ramessell in
the 19h Dynasty when it was known as Pi-Ramesse¥. Kamoses Stele with its descriptio of
Hykscs Avaris, was eventualf removel ard reuse by Ramessell as a foundation blodk unde
a colosséa state of himsef nea the entrane to the Greda Hypostye Hall in the Tempk of
Amen-Re a Karn& (moden Luxor), whee it remainel face down and log to histoly until its
discovey by archaeologiston 25July 1954

Kamoses description of Hykscs Avaris as a rich and bug internation& port city does nat
come as a complee surprise The Hykscs are known to hawe bea in dired contat¢ with
both Syria-Palestia ard Nubia a fair numbe of Hykses scarals hawe been fourd in the
Syria-Palestia regin ard a numbe of Hyksas objecs hawe been found in Nubia®® Perhap
mog importarnt as an indicata of dired contacs is a letter from the Hykscs ruler Apophis to
a Nubian ruler, which was apparenil intercepte by Kamose'® Moreover objecs inscribel
with the cartoucle of the Hyksass king Khyan hawe been found as far afield as Crete
Anatolia, and Mesopotamia a calcite/alabastelid a Knoss® on Crete a piece of an
obsidian jar a Hattusa in Anatolia ard a smal granie weigh in the shag of a lion which
was acquirel in Baghdad’ Some 12 addition& non-roy4 objecs of possibé Hykscs origin
hawe alo been found in the Bronz Age Aegea (see furthe discussio below) Numerows
hypothese concernig the internation& contacs and/a conquest of the Hykses have bee
proffered ove the pas centuy or more thos concernd with the Aegea in particula hawe
rangal from Perssoms' theories of Aegea aid to the native Egyptiars in ther ques to evid
the Hyksos$® and Stubbings theories of Hyksas fugitives in the Shaf Grave&’ to Bernals

8 Bietsk 1996 67-7Q 72, figures 3, 55; id. 1997 87, 115—17
124 figures 4.3 4.28 id. 1995 20-1, figures 1-2

° Bietek 1996 81

|bid. 82 id. 1997 125

" Cf W. Held in LA iv (1982) 990 D. G. Jeffrey Surveyof
Memphid (London 1985) 48 and 107 nn. 385-8

12 Bietak 1996 82-3; id., Avaris and Pi-Ramess¢Oxford,
1981)passim.

B Habach (n. 2), 16 20.

4 Cf.J. S. Holladay Jr,, 'The easten Nile Delta during the
Hyksos ard pre-Hyks® periods toward a systemic/socio
economé understandingin Oren 1997 201, 209

5 Cf R Giveon 'Hykscs scarals with names of kings
and officials from Canaan' Chroniqued'Egypte,49 (1974)
222—33 J. M. Weinstein 'The Egyptian empir in
Palestine a reassessmentBASOR241 (1981) 8-10, fig. 2
Redfod (n. 2), 113 119 O'Conna (n. 3), 45 62-3 Note
however Redfod 199 (n. 2), 21 'The Hykscs artifacs in
Nubia attes to nothing more than trade via the oasé
route:

% Kamos Stek Il, 19-24 cf. Pritchad (n. 2), 555

Habach (n. 2), 39, 49, Grimd (n. 3), 191-2 Redfod 199 (n.
2), 14-15

Y Cf. T. Deverig 'Lettre a M. Auguse Mariette sur
quelqus monumern relatifs aw Hyg-Sa ou anterieus aleur
domination'Revuarcheologique4 (1861) 256-9 H. Stock 'Der
Hyksos Chian in Bogazkoy, MDOG 94 (1963) 73-80 W.
Stevensa Smith, Interconnectionsin the Ancient NearEast (New
Haven 1965) 20-1, 28-9 R. M. Boehmey Die Kleinfundevon
Bogazkoy(Berlin, 1972) 214 (no. 2178) pl. 82, Redfod (n. 2),
120 E. H. Cline, Sailingthe Wine-DarkSea: Internationaflradeand
theLate Bronzé\geAegear(Oxford, 1994) cat no. 680 with full
referencesM. J. Mellink, 'New perspective ard initiatives in
the Hykscs period; AgyptenundLevante 5 (1995) 85-9; C.
Lilyquist, Egyptian Stone Vases:Khian through TuthmosislV (New
York, 1995) 22 46, figs. 12 123 P. P. Betancourt 'Relatiors
betwea the Aegea and the Hyksas at the erd of the middle
bronz age, in Oren 1997 429 Bietek 1997 114

8 A, W. PerssonNew Tombsat DendranearMedea(Lund,
1942) 178-96

¥ E H. Stubbings 'The rise of Mycenaea civilisation in
CAHiiifi. 633-7.
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recen ggd controversih suggestia of a Hykses occupatian of Crete Therg ard Mainlard
Greece.

Scholary interes in Hyksas internation& connectios was renewe ard revitalized in 1992
when the discovey of 'Minoar frescos a Tel el-Dalfa, tentativey hypothesizd to hawe
been paintal by residem Minoan artists perhap for a Minoan princess was first formally
announced The wal paintings depictirg bulls, bull-leapers ard labyrinths amory othe
motifs, createl an instant sensationfor they portraya scens and spectacls which were more
a hone in the Bronz Age Aegea than in the Nile Delta of Hykses Egypt Without a doubt
these are the mog sensationadiscoverig concernilg Minoan Cree to hawe been mack in the
lag decade and hawe certainy bee the most-discussk aspet of Minoan internation&
relatiors during tha time-span with the identity of ther creators their preci® meaning ard
the vely reasa for ther existene still mattes of grea debate

Indeed the numbe of articles which hawe appeard in respone to eat new iota of dat
release by the excavatos is positively astounding Papes given in the wake of
announcemest of nev Dalfa materia include thos presentd a Bietaks Chronoloy
conferene in Schlos Haindorf/Langenld in 1990% the British Museun conferene in
London in 1992% the Metropolitan Museun of Art symposim in New York in 1993* the
Politeia conferene in Heidelbeg in 1994% the German Egyptologica conferene a Krems
in 1994% the Techre conferene in Philadelpha in 1996;" ard nowv the Aegea ard the
Orient conferene in Cincinnat in 1997”2 Nor does this include the additiona articles
publishel in othe books andjournals suc the Journal ofMediterranean Archaeology? the Journal
ofNearEasternStudies? and the Corpusder minoischerundmykenischersiegef®* and various papes
rea a the annud meeting of the Archaeologich Institute of America (AIA),® the American
Schoo$ of Orientd Researc (ASOR) ard the American Researis Cente in Egy (ARCE).
In short a veritabk 'cottag industry of publicatiors seens to hawe bea spawnd by the
discoveris at Dalfa, with a multitude of scholas spinning and weavirg their own
interpretatiols usirg the ever-increasig amoun of materia made availabe by the excavators

Bietak ard his colleague hawe publishe promptly the ongoirg sa@ of the frescoeswith a
leag ore article or announcemenappearig neary evey yea sine 1992 Now, with the
publicatin of Bietaks new Avaris book® the initial resuls ard hypothese are presentd in
toto. This is by no mears the final excavation report particularly sine we are still lacking

2 Berna (n. 4), 320-408 with earlig bibliography
% Bietek 1992 26-8

2 publishel in AgyptenundLevante,3 (1992)

% publishel in Davies ard Schofietl 1995

% publishal in Agypten und Levante, 5 (1995)

% publishel in Laffineur ard Niemeie 1995

% publishal in Agypten und Levante, 6 (1996)

" R. Laffineur and P. P. Betancout (eds) Techne. Craftsmen,

Craftswomenand Craftsmanshipin the AegeanBronzeAge (Liege,

1997)

% E. H. Cline and D. Harris-Cling TheAegeanand the Orient
in the SecondMillennium: Proceedings othe 50th Anniversary
Symposiumniversity of Cincinnati, 18-20April 1997 (Liege, 1998)

2 e.g O. Negbi 'The Libyan landscap from Thera a
review of Aegean enterpriss in the Late Minoan | A Period,
JMA 7/1 (1994) 73-112 S. W. Manning S J Monks G.
Nakouy ard F. A. De Mita, Jr,, 'The fatd shore the long

yeass ard the geographichunconscious consideratios of
iconography chronology and trace in respons to Negbis
'The Libyan landscap from Thera a review of Aegea
enterprise oversea in the Late Minoan IA period’, JMA
7/2 (1994) 219-35

% e.g Foste ard Ritner (n. 3).

%l e.g J Aruz, 'Syrian seas and the evidene for culturd
interaction betwea the Levart and Crete; in CMSBeihet 5
(Mainz, 1995) 1—21

=2 e.g M. C. Shaw 'Bull ard maze a Minoan freso from
Egypt, AJA 98 (1994) 33L (abstrat only); ead, 'A bull-
leaping scer in a freso from Mycenae a new
reconstruction' AJA 99 (1995) 343 (abstrat only), cf. now
ead, 'The bull-leapirg fres® from belov the Ranp House
at Mycenae a stud/ in iconograply ard artistic
transmission'BSA9L (1996) 167-90

* Bietek 1996
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mary crucid detaib (e.g dimensioss for al freso fragmens ard suggeste reconstructions
technicd repors regardimy the plaste and pigmens used complee sectiona drawings full
stratigraphich information and so forth), but it is a comprehensi¥ preliminay explanatio
and analyss readily accessild to both academi scholas and discernimg lay readers While
only thefinal c. 35 pages of Bietaks bodk are specificaly concernd with internation& trade
contacts and the 'Minoar wall paintings found a Tel el-Dafa? it is undoubted} this
section which will genera¢ the mog discussio amorg Aegea scholas in the nea future for
the resuls and hypothess presentd there are in sone cass dramaticaly differert from those
first proposd badk in 1992 Most importanty for Aegea specialists Bietek drops a rathe
startling bombshell the 'Minoan frescos a Avaris are apparent} to be connectd only with
the early 18h Dynasy Egyptian occupation and nat with the Hykscs periad at all.®®

Thus the situation a Tel el-Dalfa, particulary in regad to the 'Minoar wal paintings
and their implications for connectios betwee the Aegean and Egypt has change
dramaticaly ove the pag five years As aresut of the® changesand the myriad publicatiors
which hawe appeard during this time, a goodly numbe of scholars students ard laypeopé
now find themselve confuse ard perplexed unsue of wha they shoud teach read write, or
believe It is in this context and to those people tha the following brief review ard synopss is
offered As Maimonides once wrote

| do not presune to think that this treatie settles evely doult in the minds of those who understad it, but |

maintan that it settles the greate part of their difficulties . . . my sole objed in plannirg to write [this] . . . was to
make the contens . . . intelligible to everybody In this work ... | addres thoe who hawe studied . . . and hawe
acquired sourd knowledge and who . . . are [still] perplexal and bewilderal . . *®

CHANGING RESULTS AT TELL EL-DABCA

The first fragmens of 'Minoar wal painting fourd a Tel el-Dalfa, in the citadé area known as
‘Ezbe Helmi, were originally hypothesizé by Bietek to hawe come from a palatia building in
Area H/I, built on top of a monumentaimudbrik platform ard were datel to the late Hykscs
Perid - tha is, from approximate} the periad when Avaris was the rich and bugy internationa
port city describe by Kamos in his Stele® It was though that mog of the wal painting were
destroye during the initial sa& ard partid demolition of the building a the erd of the Hyksas
period which explainel why they were in a fragmentay condition when discovered Bietek
reportal tha the first fragmens were nat found in situ on the walls of the building but rathe in a
seale stratun within a garde to the north underlyirg alaye datel to the early 18h Dynasty®
Additiond excavatio seasosin 1993 1994 ard 19% adde more materid to the ongoirg
discussio and introducel new twists A brief repot appearig in Egyptian Archaeology
mentione that more 'Minoan frescos ard stuco reliefs had been discoverd elsewhee in
the °Ezbe Helmi regia of Tel el-Datfa during the excavatio seaso of 1994% At leas sorre
of the® were originally reporte as havirg been found 'arourd the entrancewayto a large (80
m) building with store columm basea still in situ, datal to the early 18h Dynasty Bietek then

* |bid. 55-89 ¥ Bietek 1992 26-8
% |bid. 76. ® Ibid.
%M. Maimonides The Guidefor the Perplexed{ranslate by * Anon., 'Digging diary 1993-1994' EgyptianArchaeology5

M. Friedlande (New York, 1956) 2, 5. (1994) 10.
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elaboratd upon the earlig brief citation to repot tha 'Minoan frescos and stuco reliefs
were in fad found in nat ong but two, additiona places within the “Ezbe HeIm secto of
Dabfa: Areas H/11 anrd H/II1, locatel sone 19 m to the south-easof Area H/1.%° Thus by
late 1995 '‘Minoan frescos had been reportel from three differert area of “‘Ezbe Helmi at
Tell el-Dalfa; and the suggestd dates for their constructim were undergoimg seriols
revisions The will be discussd separatgl below

AREA H/I

Bietaks earlies publicatiors of the 'Mlnoari freso fragmens in Area H/I indicatel tha they
had been found in late Hykscs contexts? ard virtually al subsequendiscussion by other
scholas hawe thus centrel primarily arourd contacs betwea Hykscs Egypt ard Minoan Crete?
The |dent|1y of the artiss who produce the® frescos and reliefs was by no mears clear but
scholary opinion leart heaviy towards Minoan or a leas Minoan-inspired creators”

Following the 1998 excavatim season Bietk et al. reportel tha some of the 'Minoan
paintings in Area H/l seemd to haw survivad intad on the walls of the palatid building,
built on top of the monumenth mudbrik platform for longe than originally hypothesizé
and had been removel only when the remainde of the building was demolishd sone time
after the first haf of the 18h Dynasty** Bietek ard Marinates describe agan the findspos of
thee fragmens in Area H/l, but enlargel the chronologich scope to include the possibility
tha the building datel EIthG‘ to the end of the Hykscs periad or the beginnirg of the 18h
Dynasty® They noted as well, in a 'Pos Script appareny adda a the lag minute befoe
publication?® tha the 199 ard 19% excavatios in Area H/l suggest tha the platform
and therefoe the building on top of it and the freso fragments might dae from ‘'the very
beginnirg of the 18h Dynasty!

Now, Bietsk has announcd tha 'the resuls of furthe excavatio haw forced a recon
sideration?’ He states

At first, it seemd certan that the platform dated to the late Hykscs periad becaus walls of an early 18h Dynasy
settlemen run agains the erodel northen ramp attache to it. Howeve . . . the platform cuts into the
fortification wal of late Hykscs times and coves a garden of the sane period It is logicd to assumetherefore tha
it can dak only to the very erd of this period Anothe importart observatia is tha the platform has the sane
orientation as the palatid compoumnl H/II-11'1 of the early 18h Dynasty while it is oblique to the orientation of
the late Hykscs periad stratum The only solution for this conflicting evidene is to daE the platform to the yeas
immediatey after the fall of Avaris and assure it was in official use for only a shot time®

Mycenaeas abroad'in Laffineur and Niemeie 1995 265-83
4 Cf Bietek 1992 26-8 id. 1995 23-6 Hankey Egyptian

“ Bietak 1995 23, 26; cf. now id. 1996 fig. 55.
4! e.g Bietak 1992 26-8.

“2 Cf. V Hankey 'Egypt the Aegea and the Levant, Egyptian
Archaeology3(1993) 2i—9 ead. A Theban "battleaxe”; Minerva,
4/3(1993) 13--14 Negh (n. 29), 73--112 Shav 1994 (n. 32), 331, N.
Marinatos 'On the rhetorc of Egyptian and Minoan art’, in P.J.
Holliday (ed.) NarrativeandEveninAncientArt (Cambridge1993)
74-87, ead, 'The 'export significan@ of Minoan bull huntirng
and bull leapirg scenesAgypterundLevante4(1994) 89-93 ead,
'Formalisn and gende roles a comparisa of Minoan ard
Egyptian art) in Laffineunr and Niemeig 1995 577-85 ead,
'Divine kingshp in Minoan Crete, in P. Reh& (ed) The Rolef the
Rulerin thePrehistoricAegear(Liege 1995) 37-48 Warren (n. 3),
4-5; E. H. Cling, 'Tinker, tailor, soldiet sailor Minoars ard

Archaeology(n. 42), 29, ead, Minerva(n. 42), 13-14 Negh (n.
29), 80-1, 87-8 Cline (n. 42), 265-7Q Warren (n. 3), 4-5; and
various articles by Marinatcs (n. 42).

44 M. Bietak J. Dorner, |I. Hein, and P. Janosj 'Neue
Grabungsergebnissaws Tell el-Dalfa und “Ezbe Helmi im
ostlichen Nildelta 1989-1991' AgyptenundLevante,4 (1994)
44-5; cf. alo Anonymous 'Digging diary 1992-1993'
EgyptianArchaeology'3(1993) 9; Bietek 199520-3.

* Bietek and Marinatcs 1995 49.

“ |bid. 62

“" Bietsk 1996 68.

“ |bid. Cf. now als id. 1997 117
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Thus the platform ard paintings in Area H/1 are now all hypothesizedo dae from the early
18h Dynasty when the city was rebuit and reoccupié by the victorious Egyptiars led by
Ahmose ard nat to the Hyksas periad afte all.*

As mentioned the® 'Minoart paintings were na discoverd in situ within Area H/I, which
has contributel to the confusion as to ther date but were discoverd in dumps of debrs
found to the north ard eas of the monumenthplatform® There wer literally thousand of
fragmens found of both wall paintings ard stuco reliefs which are now in the proces of
being painstaking} restorel ard reconstructe by gifted conservata and artists

Within the dunp to the north mog importari are fragmens from a large scerm with two
registers showirg bulls ard bull-leapes cavortirg in the foreground with a maz or labyrinth
patten in the background ard a half-rosete triglyph frieze a the base™ The scer beas a
resemblane to frescos a Knoss@ on Crete as mary previols scholas hawe noted Bietek
now identifies it specificaly as a 'representatio of the bull-leapirg grourd of the palae of
Knossos perhag a replica of a Knossian painting which is no longe preserved'and sugges
tha the arera depictel might be specificaly identified as the Weg Coutt a Knossos” The
scere al® recalls/foreshadosvthe myth of 'Theses ard the Minotaur and may indicae tha
the story could be neary 1,0® yeas olde than previousy thought®®

Within the dunp to the ea$ of the platform fragmens$ from othe paintings were found
including a floor-paintirg with an oblique maze-patter in blue>* Anothe sé of fragmens
depics acrobats one with a plumeal head-dres tumbling besik a palm tree has a possibé
paralld with the African’ in the Theran wal paintings>> Othe fragmens shav landscapes
both river and mountan sceneshunting scens with dogs lions and leopard in flying gallop
chasig mountan goas ard fallow deer a neary life-size beardd mak head ard anothe
figure identified (for reasos nat specified as a pried or dignitary pictured in front of an
architecturh background?®

The excavatio tean al® discoverd stuco fragmens which depid half-life-size bulls in
relief within Area H/I. The® were found to one side of a ranp which led into the palatid
platform/buildirg from the north> Their origind locatim may wel hawe beer on ore or
both sides of the ramp mud like the stuco relief-bulls a the northen entrane to the pala@
of Knossos?

AREA H/II

As noted more 'Minoar frescos ard relief stuc® were first discoverd in additiona area at
Tell el-Dalfa during the excavatio seasn of 1994%®° One of thee was Area H/II, locateal
sore 19 m to the south-eatsof Area H/I.%°

According to the earlie publicatiors by Bietak ard his team® Area H/Il containe a

“ Bietak 1996 72 al. 1994 1% (no. 219) Marinatcs in Bietak et al. 1994 22

% |bid. 73-4, fig. 57, pl. 33 a-b. (no. 126) 203 (no. 227) 206 (no. 230) with colou plate

51 |bid. 73, colou pls. 3a-b, 4, 5, 6 a-b. 5" Bietak 1996 74-5, fig. 57.

%2 |bid. 74. % Ibid. 75.

%8 |bid. 73; Cline (n. 17) 32, 34 id. (n. 42), 268-9 % Anon. (n. 39), 10

5 Bietek 1996 75, colou pl. 6 c. % Bietak 1996 fig. 55.

% |bid. 75, colour pl. 6 d; cf. N. Marinatos 'The "African" 8 Bietsk 1995 23 26, cf al® Bietk and Marinates 1995 49,
of Therareconsidered'OpAth17 (1988) 137-41 Warren (n. 3), 4, P.Janosi 'Die stratigraphiscé Position und

% Bietak 1996 75, colou pls. 7 a-d, 8 a-b; cf previousy Verteilurg de minoisch@ Wandfragmer in den Grabungsplatze

Bietak et al. (n. 40), 49-51, pls. 17 a, 19 a; Bietsk in Bietsk et H/I und H/1V von Tel el-Dalfa’' Agyptenund Levante5 (1995) 6371
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majar building complex with two distind phases a pala@ dating to the late Hykscs period
replacel in turn by an early 18h Dynasy building possiby constructd by Ahmose Now
Bietak repors tha the 18h Dynasy remairs appea to be from the magazime (storagg
area of a pala@ discovere to the eas$ in Area H/Ill, ard tha thee 18h Dynasy remairs
in both Areas H/Il and H/IIl may all be pat of a singe massie palatid building, one
which paralles the so-callel ‘northen palacé of Ahmos a Deir el-Ballas® The mary
finds of imported vessed in Area H/Il appareny include 'the first finds of imported
pottely of MM Il and LM | A dat within the citadel unfortunatey from secondayr
contexts®®

In addition to unspecifigl frescoe$! Bieta&k notes tha 'anothe stuco relief . . . shovs a
limb of a life-size figure with white skin again$ a red backgroud with sone plants This
piece is reminiscen of the so-callel "Prince of the Lilies" from Knossos® The fresm
fragmens found in this area like thos in Area H/I, were originally reportal as datirg
‘eithe to the late Hykscs periad or to the eary 18h Dynasty™® However they are now
redatel by Bietak to 'the beginnirg of the 18h Dynasy afte the fall of Avaris (afte c¢. 153
BC)-.67

AREA H/I1I

Area H/I1I is locatal sone 19 m to the southeatsof Area H/I and just to the north of Area
H/11.%® While al containirg two levels datirg to the late Hykscs ard early 18h Dynasy
periods respectively it was originally reportal tha this Area had yielded an 18h Dynasy
enclosue wall with 'Minoan wallpaintings 'on both sides of the wall ard concentratig
arourd a portal'®® Biets&k ard Marinatcs statel firmly that 'sine the® frescos were fourd in
situ, an early 18h Dynasy dat is clear'’”® However they noted al® that in addition a
building of the Hykscs periad was found in a stratun below this 18h Dynasy enclosue wall,
and lime plaste typicd of Minoan wall paintings similar to tha found in Area H/I, was
discoverd in the preservd lower-mos patt of the facae of this Hykscs building They thus
ultimately concludel that 'this evidene suppors the stratigraphichanalyss . . . tha Minoan
wall paintings existal in Avaris both during the late Hykscs periad ard the early 18h Dynasty
and statel again 'In summary the Minoan wall paintings dae to two periods the late Hykscs
pericd ard the early 18h Dynasty™”

Now, Bietek repors that 'from Area H/Ill—from arourd a doorwg with a portico in an
undisputd early 18h Dynasy context—we hawe decoratie paintings with an ivy leaf ard
loop-pattern Far the loop there is a goad 7Earallé from the pala@ of Phaistos™ Elsewhere
this doorwgy is describe as ‘'monumental’; althoudh no furthe descriptim of the frescos is
given!* Again, the frescos in Area H/II| are now al redatel by Bietek to 'the beginnirg of
the 18h Dynasy afte the fall of Avaris (afte c. 153 BC)'®

¢ Bietsk 1996 70. ™ Ibid.

 Ibid. 2 Bietek 1996 75. S. W. Manning 'From proces to
5 Ibid. 72 people longwe duree to history; in Cline ard Harris-Clire
% Ibid. 75 (n. 28), 318-19 believes tha the bes Aegea comparisos for
% Bietak ard Marinatcs 1995 49. the ivy decoratim are from the LM | B periad onwards
5 Bietak 1996 76. rathe than the LM | A period as per Bietak

% |bid., fig. 55. s Bietek 1996 72

% Bietsk and Marinatcs 1995 49. " But cf. Bietsk in Bietsk et al. 1994 52, fig. 39.

 Ibid. ™ Bietsk 1996 76.
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‘MINOAN' AND/OR 'MINOANIZING OBJECTS AT TELL EL-DABC®A

Until Bietaks new volume!® only two artefacs identified as 'Minoan imports had been
reportel from stratified contexs a Tel el-Dalfa, and the ladk of sud imports was seen by
the presemn autha at least’” to be a stumbling-blo& to Bietaks hypothess of Minoars
residirg & Hykscs Avaris. Moreover both of thee artefacs were discoverd in 13t Dynasty
deposis within the pala@ compound in contexs dating to a periad immediatey prior to the
establishmenof Dalfa as the Hykscs capitd city.”® Thes two objects a fragmentay Kamares
Ware cup discoverd in 198 and a gold pendam with two antithetich animabk (probaby
dogs) were originally publishel by Walberg™ Ther is alo a shed of 'Post-Kamares(MM
11 A/B) ware found within the sane 13h Dyna?]g pala@ compound but unfortunatey
within a Ramessid tree-pt and therefoe unstratified®

Recen papes by MacGillivray ard Aruz haw discussd ard updatel the two stratified
'‘Minoan imports mentione above with substantih implications® MacGillivray's
discussioff now refines the identification of the four Minoan sherd discoverd in the 13h
Dynasy palatid contex a Dalfa (Area F/l within Stratun d/1).%* Previous} identified by
Walbeg simply as 'Classich Kamares ware (MM 1l A-11 Bl A),** MacGillivray now
suggest tha they are specificaly from a '‘Rounde Cup of Type 6', otherwi® known as a
'wavy-line cup’, manufacturd in north-centrh Cree (nea Knosso}¥ during the MM |1 B
period®® The sherdsthus provide furthe suppot for a chronologich synchronisn betwea
the late Old Palae periad in Cret ard the early 13h Dynasy in Egypt

On the othe hand Aruz has now called into questio the suggeste Ae%eal origin of the
othe stratified 'Minoan artefa¢ found in a 13h Dynasy contex a Dafa®® This, the gold
pendan with antithetich animals was found in a plundere tomb (Palae Tomb
F/l—p/l17—no 14 within the sane genera palatid contex (Area F/I within Stratun d/I) as
the abowe Kamare ware sherd$’ Previousy identified by Walbeg as being of Minoan
manufactue ard relatel to pendang found a Mallia ard in the so-callel Aegina treasure®
Aruz has now reidentified the pendan a Dalfa as 'a Canaani¢ piece mack eithe locally at
Tell el-Dalfa itsef or in the Levant by a craftsma versel in the Syrian anima style'®® Othe
scholas agree tha ste may wel be correct® Bietak however continue to refe to this piece
in his Avaris bodk as 'a Minoan pendant and does nat commen there upon Aruz's
reidentification’ althoudn his contribution to Orens volume refess to the pendamn more

AgyptenundLevante,5 (1995) 81-84 J. Aruz, 'Imagey ard
interconnectionsAgypterundLevante5(1995) 33-48

8 MacGillivray (n. 81), 81-4

8 Cf. now Bietak 1996 29, colou pl. 1 a.

8 wWalberg 'Middle Minoan chronology (n. 79), 115-18

8 MacGillivray (n. 81), 81-12

8 Aruz (n. 81), 44-6.

8 Cf. now Bietak 1996 29, colou pl. 1 b and cove

" Bietek 1996

7 Cline (n. 17) 34 id. (n. 42), 269

"8 Bietek 1996 21-36

 G. Walberg 'A gold pendamnfrom Tel el-Dalfa’, Agypten
undLevante,2 (1991) 111-12 ead, 'The finds a Tel el-Dalfa
and Middle Minoan chronology, AgypterundLevante2 (1991)
115-18 (this article is alo reproducd unchangd ard with
the sane title in AgyptenundLevante 3 (1992) 157-9) Warren

(n. 3), 3; Bietek 1995 19-2Q pl. 14 I; id. 1997 104

8 walberg 'Middle Minoan chronology (n. 79), 117 M.
Bietak 'Eine Palastanlag aws der Zeit des spat& Mittleren
Reiches und andee Forschungsergebnissaus dem ostlichen

Nildelta(Tel el-Dalfa1979-1984)'Anzeigeder Philosophisch-
historischerKlasse deiOsterreichischekademialer Wissenschaften,

121 (1984) 330 fig. 7; id. 1995 19 id. 1996 29. id. 1997 104
813, A. MacGillivray, 'A Minoan cup at Tel el-Datfa’,

photograph

88 Walberg A gold pendant...(n. 79), m-12.

8 Aruz (n. 81), 46.

® e.g P. Rehak pers comm, 15 Januay 1997 ses now
commens by S. P. Morris, 'Daidales ard Kothar. the future
of their relationship' in Cline and Harris-Clire (n. 28),
282-4

% Bietek 1996 29.
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tentativezy as a 'possibé Aegean gold pendant and acknowledge Aruz's article in a
footnote?

Bietek al® calls attention to a magnificert bronz dagg;e which has tangenti& interlockel
spirak reminisceh of Minoan motifs incisad on the blade”™ The dagge was found in anothe
13th Dynasy pala@ tomb a Dabfa (F/I-m/18-no.3) It was however mog likely
manufacturd in coasth Syrig as Bietsk admits? the desiqy probaby reflecs Aegea
influene on Canaani art rathe than actuad Aegea manufacture On the otha hand a
'‘bundk of bronz arrowheadsoriginally carried in a net, which were found besig a wal in
the 18h Dynasy palatid compounl in Area H/III, are reportedy of ‘Late Helladic type'®
Thes may be evidene for Aegea soldies a Dalfa, as Bietak suggestseithe residem or
visiting, or even for Aegea mercenariesbut even if they are of Aegean manufacture they
could simply be evidene for Aegea weapony carried by non-Aegea personnel

Most potentialyy importart for the discussia of Bronz Age interconnectios are the newly
reportel finds of MM 111 ard LM | A imported pottey a Dalfa, as mentionel above Thes
are now briefly describe by Bietek as havirg been found within the 18h Dynastycitadé in
Area H/11, albet in secondar contexts? Biet&k notes tha 'of particula interes are sherd of
ajug or amphoriske with a paintel representatio of a leopad in flying gallop chasig an
ungulate This motif has paralles on Middle Cycladc pottery'®” Perhag mog intriguing,
Bietek alo mentiors in passig 'locally made funnel-shape red-polishd LM IA rhyta in both
full and smal scak [which] can be taken as an indicatin of the presene of Minoars in the
citadel'® The pieces hawe apparenyl bee identified by Stefan Hiller and Vronwy Hankey?
but unfortunatey little othe informatian is yet available When the® pieces are publishel in
full, they may contribue significart suppot to Bietaks hypothess of residen Minoars at
Avaris, which currentlyy remairs plausibe but unproven for ladk of compellirg evidence It
shoutl be pointed out, however tha locally-produced Minoan shaps do nat necessam
indicatk the presene of Minoars a the site

CONSIDERATIONS AND RAMIFICATIONS OF THE NEW DATA

With regad to the dating of the 'Minoar frescos discoverd a Dalfa, and the changs
necessitat by ensuirg seasos of excavatio following the origind announcemenin 1992
one can easil trace the modificatiors throudh Bietaks publications At first, the wal paintings
were linked only to the Hykscs period!® then they were reportel as possiby connectd with
both the Hykscs ard early 18h Dynasy periods:™ now, they are linked only to the early 18h
Dynasy period with no Hyksas connectios whatsoevet®

9 Bietak 1997 104 and n. 35 (althoudh Aruz is misspelt) % Bietsk 1996 70.

% Bietsk 1996 26, 29, fig. 22 8, pl. 11 a; previousy id., 9 Ibid. 70, 72 cf al®d Hein in Bietsk et al. 1994 261 (no.
'Der Friedhd in einen Palastgarte aws da Zeit des spat&@  358) R- L. N. Barber TheCycladesn theBronzeAge(London
Mittleren Reiches und andee Forschungsergebnssuwus dem 1987), 153 fig. 111

ostlichen Nildelta (Tell el-Dafa 1984-1987)' Agyptenund % Bietek 1996 72 id. 1997 117
Levante2 (1991) 67, fig. 15 pls. 22 ¢, 23b. * Ibid. 87 n. 104
% Bietsk 1995 20, pl. 14 2. 00 Bietek 1992 26-8.
% Bietak 1996 82, cf. Schwé in Bietak et al. 1994 255 (no. '°1 Bjetak et al. (n. 44), 44-5; Bietak 1995 20-3 Bietsk ard
347) Bietek 1997 117 states 'In H/III, bag of arrowheads Marinatcs 1995,49 62
mog likely of Late Helladic typology of bronz or coppe 192 Bjetsk 1996 76.

were found lying besi@ a large palae wall'.
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If Bietaks new assumptia is correct 'tha nat only the painting in area H/II1 ard H/II
but alo those from the secondar dumgs north of the platfom H/I dat to the beginnirg of
the 18h Dynasy afte the fall of Avaris (afte ¢. 153 BC)''® rnuch of the emphasisvhich had
bee previousy placal on Hyksos-Minoa contacs will now hawe to be scuttled or a leas
modified in favou of hypothese concernig Egyptian-Minoa contacts Certainy Bietaks
recurrem suggestio tha the frescos a Dalfa were paintal a the instigation of Minoan
expatriatesor even a Minoan princess living in Avaris during the Hyksas period;® will hawe
to be amended Indeed Bietaks proposéd 'dynastt marriagé betwea the Minoan princes
and a Hyksos ruler has alreag been revised and is now an arrange marriage linking
Minoan Cree ard eary 18h Dynasy Egypt’® In othe words the 'Minoan princess has
shifted he quarters retinue ard dowry from Hykscs Avaris to Egyptian Avaris a mowe which
is shot in distane and time, but long on implicatiors ard ramifications

Bietaks decisim to redae the relevan strat (C/1—3 a Tel el-Dalfa is rathe suddento sy
the least His dramatt redatirg is by no mears universaly acceptd yet, however ard indeeal has
provokel muttering in certan quartes by those wishing to see the raw daf in orde to decice
for themselvesSine it is impossibé to judge whethe Bietaks redatirg is corred withou acces
to sectionadrawings ard full stratigraphichdatga ard sine it is al quite conceival tha future
excavatio seasos a Dalfa will necessit&yet additiona revisiors and tha the Hyksas will onee
agan be drawn into the equation the discussion belov will conside separatgl both the Hyksas
and the early 18h Dynasy Egyptian connectios with the Bronz Age Aegean

NATIONALITY OF THE DAB®A ARTISTS

Bietak now states categoricall tha 'the style ard executio of the painting are extraordinay . . .
There is no doult tha Minoan artiss were employed®® His remarls are base upm the
observatia tha the sane techniqus were usel to construt the frescos & Dalfa as & Knosss
ard elsewheg in the Minoan world, including the use of lime (rathe than mud or gypsunm plaster
coloural backgroundsstring lines for guides the executim of the painting while the plaste was
still wet ard the high quality of the plaste ard the style of painting” The® sane technique ard
qualities are alo fourd elsewheg in the Easten Mediterranea regin a approximatel this sane
time, namey a Tel Kabri in Isra¢ ard & Alalakh ard perhap Qatrain Syrig in ead) instane it
is hypothesize (but remairs unprovedl tha the paintings were dore by Minoan artists'®

1% bid. zwischen dem agyptische Hof und der minoisch-mykenische

10 Cf. Bietek 1992 28, id. 1995 26; Bietak et al. (n. 44), 58;
Bietak and Marinatcs 1995 61; Hankey EgyptianArchaeology
(n. 42), 29, ead, Minerva (n. 42), 13-4 Cline (n. 42), 268-9
277-8 M. C. Shaw 'Bull leapirg frescos a Knosss and
their influence on the Tell el-Dalfa murals; Agyptenund
Levante,5 (1995) no; also commens by M. H. Wiene in the
discussia sectio ibid. 131—2

1% Bietek 1996 80. There are certainy anumbe of later 18h
and 19h Dynasy Egyptian Pharaok who married foreign
princessesprimarily to cemen diplomatc bond or a treay
with a foreigh power Cf. Amarra Letters EA 1-5 17, 19-22
24-5, 31-2 A. R. Schulman 'Diplomatic marriage in the
Egyptian New Kingdom; JNES38 (1979) 177-93 W. L. Moran
TheAmarnaletters(Baltimore 1992) 1-3 6-11, 41-84 101-3 E.
H. Cline, Amenhote Ill, the Aegea ard Anatolia; in D. B.
O'Conna and E. H. Cline (eds) Amenhotep Ill:;Perspectivesn his
Reign (Ann Arbor, M1, 1998) 248 E Haider, 'Menschenhande

Welt?', AgypterundLevante6 (1996) 149-56

1% Bjetek 1996 75.

197 1pid. 75-6, fig. 60. See nowv S. Hiller, 'Zur Rezeptio
agyptische Motive in der Minoischen FreskenkunstAgypten
und Levante, 6 (1996) 83-105 now also P. Rehak
'Interconnection betwea the Aegean ard the Orient in the
secom millennium BC, AJA 10l (1997) 401

1% W.-D. Niemeier 'New archaeologidaevidene for a 17h
centuy dae of the '‘Minoan eruption from Palestie (Td
Kabri, Westen Galilee); in Hardy ard Renfrev 199Q 120-6
id., 'Minoan artisars travelling overseas'in R. Laffineur ard L.
Basd (eds) Thalassa:L'Egeeprehistoriqueet la mer (Liege, 1991)
189-210 id., 'Td Kabri: Aegea fres® paintings in a Canaani
palace, in S. Gitin (ed.) RecenExcavationsn Israel: A Viewto the
West(Dubuque lowa, 1995) 1—15 Cline (n. 42) Bietsk 1996
78-9, W-D. ard B. Niemeier 'Minoan frescos in the Eastern
Mediterranean'in Cline ard Harris-Clire (n. 28), 69-98
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Despik Bietaks confidert assertionit remairs a debate point who actualyy painteal the frescos at
Dada. (Hene the presene throughot this article of quotation marks arourt the word 'Minoar
when the phrass "'Minoan" paintings or "*Minoan’ frescoesare used'® While Bietsk ard
Marinatcs stae tha 'the themes techniqe ard style of the paintings are undoubtedt Minoan'-°
Shav opines tha 'the artist of theg works were nat Minoans unles Egyptianizel Minoans*™ ard
suggest furthe tha althoudn 'the paintes had been trainad in Cree . . . ther work a Avaris falls
shot of beirg purely ard genuingy Minoan'? Othes beliewe tha the executim ard style/manne
of the frescos is non-Aegean ard point to a numbe of tell-tale feature including subte
misrepresentati@of the costume ard pose of the bull-leapers® It shoutl alo be noted that mary
of the desigis ard motifs could easiy hawve reachd Egyg via imported Aegea textiles as eary as the
Middle Minoan/Middle Kingdom periods prior even to the Hyksas infiltration of Egypt™*

In particular the landscap scens depictal in thee frescos are the subjet¢ of muc
discussion—e.gwhethe they are Delta scene depicta& by Minoan artists or Minoan scens
depictal by eithe Minoan Hyksos or Egyptian artiss usirg locd Egyptian flora ard fauna or
sonme otha combinatiom entirely. The floral scens a Tel el-Dalfa, for example are prime
exampls of the rathe internation& natue of sone of the frescoes The® hawe alreay been
compard mary times to wal painting in the Aegean but Bietek ard Marinatc poirt ou tha
thow a Tel el-Dalfa are thus far lacking the ‘crocuse'stypicd of Minoan scenes® This, howevey
may be atemporay situation for arelatel argumehtha the Dalfa painting were lacking typicd
Minoan ‘cragy rocks may now be mootel by Bietaks nev announcemerof ‘a representatio of
Cretan cragy mountainsamory the fragmens fourd in Area H/1."®

Before Bietaks redatirg of the wal paintings,” badk when they were still associate with
the Hyksas occupatio of Avaris, Shav suggeste tha perhap 'the Hykscs rulers hired
itinerart artists>® It is, of course entirely possibé tha freelane artisars (Minoan or
otherwis¢ would hawe bee availabe for hire during both the late Hykses and early 18h
Dynasy periods similar scenarig involving itinerarnt artisars hawe been envisagd a both
Kabri in Israé and Alalakh in Syria'® It is even possibé tha Minoars coud hawe been
residen in Avaris @ eithe or both times considerig Avariss continuows function as a port
city and gatewd to Egyp proper Wha is unclear ard may reman forevea obscure is
whethe ary sud foreign artisars would indeead hawe been working freelane or if they could
hawe beea ser (eithe temporariy or permanently in a form of 'gift exchangeas practisel b%
numerows kings in Egypt the Nea East ard possiby the Bronz Age Aegea as well!
Elaboratirg upan Bietaks hypothess of a Minoan princess? ard havirg he arrive a Avaris

® Knapp in Cline and Harris-Clire (n. 28), 206 pleads
for the abandonmetof the temm 'Minoan in connectio
with the® paintings at Avaris.

0 Bietsk and Marinatas 1995 60.

™ Shav (n. 104) 94.

2 |bid. no.

3 See now Reh (n. 107) 401

Nishimotqg 'The ceiling paintings of the haren roons a the
pala® of Malgata; GM 12 (1992) 69-8Q Cline (n. 42), 27Q

15 Bietek and Marinatos 1995 57, 60.

16 Bietsk 1996 75 cf. alo id. 1995 23-4, 26, Warren (n.
3), 4, ard the detailaed discussio by L. Morgan 'Minoan
painting and Egypt the ca® of Tell el-Dalfa’, in Davies ard
Schofiet 1995 29-53

M Cf. H.J Kantor, TheAegeanand the Orient in the Second
Millennium BC (Bloomington IN, 1947) 29-3Q 78 M. C. Shaw
'Ceiling patterrs from the tomb of Hepzefa' AJA 74 (1970) 28
E. T. Vermeule 'Mycenaea drawing Amarna ard Egyptian
ostraka' in W. K. Simpsm ard W. M. Davis (eds) Studiesin
Ancient Egypt, the Aegean,and the Sudan(Boston 1981) 194-5
197-8 E.J W. Barber Prehistoric Textiles:TheDevelopmentf Cloth
in the Neolithic and Bronze AgegPrinceton 1991) 311-83 S

7 Bietek 1996 76.

18 Shav (n. 104) 112

9 Cf. Niemeie 199 (n. 108) Cline (n. 42), 265-87

2 Cf. E. H. Cline, "My brother my son™ rulershp ard
trade betwea the LBA Aegean Egypt and the Nea East;
in P. Reh& (ed.) TheRole of the Rulerin the Prehistoric Aegean
(Liege, 1995) 143-50

2 Bietsk 1996 79-8Q id. 1997 124
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complet with Cretan artisars in he entourag read to creaé a Delta palae it for a Keftiu
gueen'is alovely image but is unlikely eve to be proven without the discovey of supportimg
textud evidence

HYKSOS CONTACTS WITH THE BRONZE AGE AEGEAN

It is now generaly acceptd tha the Syria-Lebana region was the origind home of the
Hyksos*? Thus it is of interes to note tha ther ar numeros representatios of bulls,
acrobats ard even of bull-leapirg in this region albet sonme quite possiby of Minoan
inspiration'® However apat from the recenty discoverd wal paintings and stuco reliefs a
Tell el-Dalfa, only ore depiction of a bull and no portrayas of eithe acrobas or bull-leapes
hawe ye bee fourd in the Hyksas iconographichrepertoie within Egypt and the Delta The
soke occurrene is a renderimy of a bull found on an eighteenth-centyrBC cylinder se4 (reg
no. 2995 discoverd a Tel el-Daba itself’* It was found in the northen wing of the early
13th Dynasy palace within the sane area (Area F/I within Stratun d/i) as the Kamares
ware sherd and gold pendan discussd above Porad noted tha the bull on this se& is
associateé with a representatilm of the northen Syrian weathe god (Bad Zephor) ard statel
that 'the weathe god is associaté with the bull in Anatolian |cono raply . . . The Syrian
weathe god Bad is [alsd sad to hawe had the bull as his symbd . >

The relative lack of othe Hykscs representatios of bulls ard buII-Ieapes may be an
indication tha the frescos a Dalfa, if ary are to be ultimately datel to the Hykscs period
could vely wel hawe bea paintal a the instigation of Minoan expatriatesor even a Minoan
princess living in Avaris during the Hykscs period as Bietsk has suggeste severatimes As
noted above sud scens ard techniquse of wall-painting are wel known on Minoan Crete
particulary at Knossos Similar scens are al found a Mycena on mainlard Greece a
Shav points out!® althoudn the relevan wall-painting($ there may be a bit later in date!”
On the othea hand the Hykscs are known to hawe adoptei much of Egyptian culture as they
settlel down in the Nile Delta region including a Datfa'?® The Dalfa frescos may simply
be an indication tha Hykscs artist alo readily adoptel asped of othe cultures as well, evan
thox locatal as far away as Crete

in Laffinew

12 Cf. Bietek 1996 36, 48-9, 55; id. 1997 98, 113 id.,
'Canaanite in the easten Nile delta, in A. S. Raing/ (ed.)
Egypt, Israel, Sinai: ArchaeologicalandHistorical Relationshipsn the
Biblical Period (Td Aviv, 1987) 52, Bernd (n. 4), 321, 336-52
Redfod (n. 2), 100-3 C. A. Redmount 'Pos ard peopls in
the Egyptian Delta Tel el-Maskhua ard the Hyksos' JMA
8/2 (1995) 64-5 82-3; E. D. Oren 'Introducticn and
Overview, Structue and Goals in Oren 1997 Xxxi-XxXii;
O'Conna (n. 3), 634 n. 8 Holladay (n. 14) 198

12 Cf. D. Collon, 'Bull-leapirg in Syria, Agyptenund
Levante,4 (1994) 81-5 pls. 1-3 with furthe bibliography
Aruz (n. 81), 36-8 ead (n. 31) passim.

2 Bietsk 1996 26, 29, 41, fig. 25, pl. 12 c-d; id., 'Zur
Herkunt des Setvon Avaris', AgypterundLevantel (1990) 15
fig. 5; cf. alo Bietak e al. (n. 44), 57, fig. 19

1% E. Porada 'The cylinde se& from Tel el-Dalfa’, AJA
88 (1984) 487.

1% Shaw (0. 104) 104 see now ead 19% (n. 32)

2 Fa afull compilation of sud scens in the Bronz Age
Aegean se Shav (n. 104) 1139 ardJ G. Younger 'Bronz

age representatios of Aegean bull-games,lil',
and Niemeig 1995 507-45 cf. previousy J. G. Younger
'‘Bronz age representatian of Aegean bull-leaping, AJA 80
(1976) 125-37 id., 'A new look a& Aegea bull-leaping, Muse,
17 (1983) 72-8Q N. Marinatos 'The bull as an adversary
somre observation on bull-hunting ard bull-leaping, Ariadne,
5 (1989) 23-32 Negh (n. 29), 80, Shav 19% (n. 32), 343 P.
Rehak 'The use ard destructim of Minoan store bull's heal
rhyta’, in Laffineur and Niemeig 1995 449-5Q B. P.
Hallage and E. Hallager 'The Knossian bull—political
propagand in neo-palatih Crete?’' in Laffineur ard
Niemeig 1995 547-56 alo Morgan (n. 116) 40-4. Cf. nowv
also Shav 19% (n. 32)

1% Cf Biete&k 1996 48, id. 1997 98, id., 'Die Chronologe
Agypters und der Begim de mittleren Bronzezeitkultur'
AgypterundLevante 3 (1992) 29, alo T. Save-Soderberghr he
Hyksas rule in Egypt, JEA 37 (1951) 55—71J Van Seters The
Hyksos:A NewInvestigation(New Haven 1966) passim;Hayes (n.
3), 3-4; Berna (n. 4), 352-4 Redmouh (n. 122) 64, 82 bu cf.
O'Conna (n. 3), 62-3
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Unfortunately it is difficult to find additiond extart evidene which will readily suppot a
hypothess of Hyksos-Minoa interactions contra Mellink's recen article resurrectig the old
idea of a Hyksas empire with far-flung contacs reachimy the Aegeant® There are only sone
thirteen objecs even possiby of Hyksas origin, manufacture or date mosty depositd as
heirlooms which hawe bee identified in stratified Bronz Age contexs within the Aegean
area The® few items include the alabastelid with the cartoucke of Khyan found a Knoss®
mentiona abow (p. 201) three Tel el-Yahudiyé juglets found on Therg an ivory figurine at
Mallia on Crete a smal frit plagle on the Cape Gelidonya wreck and atotd of seven scarak
found a Mycenae Pylos Knossos ard on the Uluburun ard Cape Gelidonya shipwrecks®

When attemptirg to argle for a retum trade or a leas sone sot of connection between
Minoan Cree and Hykses Egypt scholas have until nov mog frequenty pointed to the vae
with 'Minoanizingd dolphirs ard birds fourd in Tomb 87 at el-Lisht in Egypt'* but hawe had
preciots little othe dat which could be utilized, a leag until the discovey of the frescos at
Tell el-Dabfa. The el-Lisht va® has al been considerd a crucid piee of evidene in the
ongoirg debaé regardim the redatirg of the Aegea Late Bronz Age’® An LM | B shed in
a possibé late Middle Kingdom/Hyksa periad (disturbedl burid depodi a Abydos in Egypt
has al® bee cited upan occasion but is more likely to be associaté with object depositéd in
the time of Thutmos I11.**

EARLY 18TH DYNASTY CONTACTS WITH THE BRONZE AGE AEGEAN

On the othe hand numerows representationof bulls, a few scene of acrobats ard even one
depictio of a bull-leape exig in Egypt proper'® The® dae from both befoe ard afte the
Hykscs occu?ation althoudh nore are depictel in quite the same manne as the frescos at
Tell el-Datfa’® It shoutl alo be noted tha Morgan®® citing the single Egyptian exampé of
a bull-leapert® which was found on an ointmert box from Kahun and datel to

2 Mellink (n. 17) Oren (n. 129 xxii; cf. previousy Kantar
(n. 114) 74, and even earlig scholas sud as E. Meyer.

17-82id.,The Absolute Chronologfthe AegeanEarlyBronze Age:
ArchaeologyRadiocarbonandHistogheffield 1995)217n. 1.

GeschichtelesAltertumsy/2.1, 2nd ech (Stuttgart1928) 41-58

10 Cf Cline (n. 17) cat nos 8, 99, 105 122 126 135 14Q
148 152 680 and 1100-2 with full references

& cf, with previous referencesD. Arnold, F. Arnold, ard
S. Allen, ‘Canaanié imports a Lisht, the middle kingdam
capitd of Egypt, Agyptenund Levante,5 (1995) 21-2 J.
Bourriay '‘Beyord Avaris the Seconl Intermedia¢ Peridl in
Egypt outsice the easten Delta) in Oren 1997 165-§ P. E.
McGovern J. Bourriay G. Harbottle ard S. J. Allen, 'The
Archaeologich origin and significan@ of the Dolphin va® as
determing& by Neutran Activation Analysis; BASOR2%
(1994) 31--43

12 ¢f. variows discussion by P. P. Betancourt 'Dating the
Aegean late bronz age with radiocarbon'Archaeometry 29
(1987) 47, id., 'High chronology or low chronology the
archaeologich evidence' in Hardy and Renfrev 199Q
19-23 P. M. Warren Absolue dating of the Aegean late
bronz age; Archaeometry29 (1987) 205-6 M. J. Aitken, H.
N. Michael P. M. Warren ard P. P. Betancourt'The Thema
eruption continuirg discussia of the dating; Archaeometn0
(1988) 17Q 176 S. W. Manning 'The bronz age eruptia of
Thera absolue dating Aegea chronoloy amnd
Mediterranea culturd interrelations' JIMA 1/1 (1988)

13 Cf H.J. Kantor, 'The relative chronoloy of Egypt ard
its foreign correlatiors before the late bronz age; in R. W
Ehrich (ed.) Chronologiesn Old WorldArchaeologyChicagq
1965) 23-4; V. Hankegs ard P. M. Warren 'The absolué
chronoloy of the Aegean late bronz age; BICS21 (1974)
145 B.J Kemp ard R. S. Merrillees MinoanPotteryin Second
Millennium Egypt(Mainz am Rhein 1980) 220-5 pls. 29--3Q
P. M. Warren and V. Hankey Aegean BronzAge Chronology
(Bristol, 1989) 135-6 141, fig. 5, pl. 13 V. Hankey 'The
chronoloy of the Aegean late bronz age; in P. Astrom (ed)
High. Middle or Low? (Actsofan International Colloquiunon

AbsoluteChronology Held atthe University of Gothenburg 20th—22nd

August 1987), Pt. 2 (Goteborg 1987) 44-5 ead, 'From
chrone to chronology Egyptian evidene for dating the
Aegean bronz age; JournaloftheAncientChronologyForum,5
(1992) 16 Warren (n. 3), 3.

13 Cf. Shav (n. 104) 92 n. 3, 95-6, 112-13

'® Cf. J M. Galan 'Bullfight scens in ancien Egyptian
tombs; JEA 80 (1994) 81-96 with furthe bibliography alo
Y. Kempen Krieger, Boten undithleten,Untersuchungeaum
Lanlaufinder Griechischen AntikSankAugustin 1992) passim.

1% Morgan (n. 116) 40.

37 Cf. Shav (n. 104) 95-6.
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Tutankhamurs time, sugges tha it is an isolatel exampé and shows 'littl e visible familiarity
with the actua sport. Thus althoudh the recen discoveris at Tel el-Dalfa, if they are dated
to the early 18h Dynasty might simply indicae a nev manne of representatio for an anima
long familiar to the Egyptians the specifc combinatim of images e.g bulls ard bull-leapes
with a maz in the background still strongy indicates some sott of conta¢ with (or influenee
from) the Bronz Age Aegea ard Minoan Crete

If the finds in Areas H/I, H/Il, and H/IIl a Tel el-Datfa are al datal to the early 18h
Dynasy rathe than to the late Hykscs period as Bietsk now indicates:® this would mean
that al the buildings a Avaris which contan 'Minoan figura wall paintings were built (or
rebuilf) and decoratd afte the Hyksas had been expellal from the city by the Egyptian forces
led by Ahmose Sine dat from elsewhee in Egyp and the Aegea indicake tha Minoan
Crete ard early 18h Dynasy Egyg were mog likely in conta¢ a tha time, sud a redatiry
does nat presemn an insurmountal®@ problem althoudh agan it would mean abandonig or
modifying mary of the Minoan—Hykss hypothesge suggeste by scholas in the first flush of
excitemen following the origind discovey of the Dalfa frescoes Bietek and Marinates admi
that 'it would ... be more eay ard economt to explan the presene of the painting within
ore stratun insteal of two which are separate by a politica break™®

It shoud be pointad out, howevey tha it is in actualiy somewht difficult to pinpoirt precie
exampls of sudh Aegea contacs with early New Kingdam Egypt prior to the reign of Thutmo®
lll. Ther are only a few relevam Egyptian object in the Aegean primarily fourd in the Shaf
Graves a& Mycena€e'® ard only a fev contemporay sherd of Aegean pottey in eary New
Kingdom Egypt The® include an LM | B shed fourd in an early 18h Dynasy
(Ahmose—Amenhofel) contex a Kom el-Raba (Memphis) an LH/LM | shed in a probabé late
Seconl Intermediag Perial or eary 18h Dynasy contex a Kerma the LM | B shed in atomb a
Abydos (328.A.09 within a debatd contex datirg eithe to the Hykscs periad or the time of
Thutmoe Ill, ard possibé Mycenaea sherd report@l from the Treasuy of Thutmo® | a Karna
North in Egypt™® A numbe of otha LH/LM I-11 sherd hawe bee fourd a atotd of nine sites in
Egypt bu mog are in contexs datirg to the time of Thutmo Ill. Thele appearsa the moment to
be alad of specificaly LM IA pottey in contemporar early 18h Dynasy contexs within Egypt-®
an observatia which may be potentialy importart in the® ard future discussions

As afinal point in connectim with his suggestin tha Ahmose was in contat¢ with the Aegea
during the early 18h Dynasty Bietek cites an inlaid dagge ard an inlaid axe inscribel with
Ahmoses name'® Thes two well-known objects sometims suggeste as beirg of Aegea
manufacturé® were discoverd in the tormb of the 17h Dynasy Quea Ahhotep mothe of both

% Bjetek 1996 76,

1% Bietek ard Marinatas 1995 62

1 Cline (n. 17) passim;id., 'Egyptian ard Nea Easten
imports at Late Bronz Age Mycenae' in Davies ard
Schofietl 1995 91—15 with references

1 Cf. mog recenty Cline (n. 17) 31; Warren ard Hankey
(n. 133) 138-44 figs. 6-7; P. M. Warren 'Summay of
evidene for the absolué chronoloy of the early pat of the
Aegean late bronz age derived from historicd Egyptian
sources'jn Hardy ard Renfrev 199Q 25 id. (n. 3), 5—10 13
Hankey 19% (n. 133) 18-2Q Manning 19% (n. 132) 203-4
206, 221, 224-5 idem, 'Dating the Aegean Bronz Age

without, with, ard beyond radiocarbon'ActaArchaeologica,

67 (1996) 15-37 previousy Hankey ard Warren (n. 133)
145-7 Kemp ard Merrillees (n. 133) 226-45 l.Vincenteli
and F. Tiradritti, 'La presena ege in Egitto, in M.
Marazzi S.Tusaard L. Vagnett (eds) Traffici micenei nel
Mediterraneo: Problemi storici e documentazione archeologica
(Tarantg 1986) 327-34 Hankey 1987 (n. 133) 44-7,
Manning 198 (n. 132) 28-9 33, 60-1

12 Manning 19% (n. 141) Betancout (n. 17) 429

8 Bietsk 1996 80; id. 1997 124

1% Cf. Kanta (n. 114) 63-6, 71-2 74 W. Stevenso Smith
The Art and Architectureof Ancient Egyp(London 1981) 219-22
figs. 215-16 Warren (n. 3), 5, with additiona references
Aruz (n. 81) 42-3
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Ahmos and Kamose'® Thes Egyptian inlaid weapoms are frequenty cited in connectim with
the inlaid daggers possiby of Minoan rathe than Mycenaea manufacture found in the Shaf
Graves a Mycena on Mainland Greece'® It shoutl be noted however tha there are alo good
parallek with inlaid Hykscs daggersincluding one found at Sagqaa inscribeal with the nane of the
Hyksas King Apophis* Moreover it is quite possibé tha all thes inlaid weapors hawe an earlig
comma origin with the artisars and metalworkirg techniqus found in Byblos!® In addition if the
'high chronology for the Late Bronz Age Aegean which sek the eruptian of Thera atc. 1628 BC®
is correct then Graw Circle A a Mycenag in which mary of the Aegea inlaid dagges were
found, would overlg with both the Hyksas periad and the early 18h Dynasty*®

BRONZE AGE CHRONOLOGY

As a resut of his excavatios a Dalfa, Biet&k has been involved for yeas in a debae
concerniy the chronology of Bronz Age Syria-Palesting However it is only recenty tha
data from the Dalfa excavations specificaly the newly-discoverd 'Minoar frescoes hawe
been sed to be of possibé relevane to the chronology of the Bronz Age Aegean While sorre

scholas haw arguel tha the paintings a& Tel el-Dalfa suppot the nev 'high chronology

for the Late Bronz Age Aegeart,?

Bietek now suggest tha they in fad suppot the 'traditiond

chronology®® which dates the eruptio of Ther to sone time befoe 15® BC**

1% Note that the division betwea the Egyptian 17h and 18h
Dynasties is artificial to sone extent sine the sane family is
involved Quea Ahhoteps titles included 'Mistress of the shore
of Hau-nebut' which Bietak (1996 80, and 1997 124 finds
'puzzlind ard intriguing, sine 'Hau-nebutis a geographicha
tem which was once though to be a referene to the Aegea
(cf. e.g Meye (n. 129) 54-7) HoweverJ. Vercoutter 'Les Haou
nebut; BIFAO46 (1947) 125-8 ard C. VandersleyajlLes Guerres
d'AmosigBrussels 1971) 139-4 (cf. al® id., 'OUADJ-OUR ne
signifie pas "mer"; qu'on < le dise!; GM 1(B (1988) 78-8Q E.
Iversen 'Sone remarls on the h3w-nbw.t' ZAS 114 (1987) 54-9,
A. Nibbi, 'Son® further remarls on the Haunebut' ZAS 116
(1989) 153-60Q hawe long sine demonstrate: to the satisfactio
of mog scholas tha while the tertm was indeal apparentl usel
as areferene to 'Greeksin the Late Period it was more likely a
referene to area in Syria-Palestia during the New Kingdom
Period Biet&k nowv suggest tha the identification shoud be
'reconsideré seriously, cf. al® recenty Hankey Minerva(n. 42),
13—14 P.Janosi 'The Queers Ahhote | ard Il and Egypts
Foreign Relations'Journal of the AncientChronologyForum, 5
(1991/92) 99-105 Berna (n. 4), 416-17

1 Cf. R. Laffineur, 'L'incrustation a I'epoqie mycenienne'
L'Antiquite classique, 43 (1974) 5-37, id., 'Materid and
craftsmanskhg in the Mycenaea shaf graves imports vs. local
productions’ Minos, 256 (1990-1) 269-76 A. Xenaki
Sakellarian and C. Chatzilioy 'Peintureen Metal' a L'epoque
mycenienneancrustation damasquinageellure(Athens 1989) passim.

14 Origind publicatian in Annalesdu ServicedesAntiquites,7
(1906) 115-2Q al H. J. Frankfort TheArt andArchitectureof
the AncientOrient (London 1963) 138-9 Van Setes (n. 128)
71-2 Bernd (n. 4), 354

4 K. Branigan 'Byblite dagges in Cyprus and Crete!
AJA 70 (1966) 123-6 id., 'Furthe light on prehistort
relatiors betwea Cret ard Syria, AJA71 (1967) 117-2% id.,
'The eary bronz age dagges of Crete, BSA 62 (1967)

211-4Q cf. alo Bietsk (n. 122) 52 and id. 1997 98 on the
possibé Byblite origins of the Hykscs residens of Avaris.

1 Betancour 1987 (n. 132) 45-9, Manning 1988 (n. 132)
17-82 al® the discussio section in Agyptenund Levante,5
(1995) 121-6

0 Cf. Cline (n. 17) 7; Negh (n. 29), 81-3 Manning 19%
(n. 132) 217,

8 Cf. now M. Bietak 'Excursus the chronoloy of MB Il
and Middle Kingdom Egypt; in Oren 1997 125-8 previousy
id., 'Problens of Middle Bronz Age chronology new evidene
from Egypt, AJA 88 (1984) 471-85 id., 'The Middle Bronz
Age of the Levart - a new approab to relative ard absolue¢
chronology, in P. Astrom (ed) High, Middle or Low? (Actsof an

InternationalColloquiumon Absolute Chronology Held atthe University of

Gothenburgroth-22ndAugust1987) Pt. 3 (Goteborg 1989) 78-12Q

id., 'Egypt and Canaa during the middle bronz age; BASOR
28l (1991) 27-72 id., 'Die Chronologe Agyptens (n. 128)

29-37, W. G. Dever, 'Relatiors betwea Syria Palestie ard

Egypt in the "Hyksaos period”; ind. N. Tubb (ed.) Palestingn the
Bronzeand Iron Ages:Papersin Honour of Olga Tufnell (London

1985) 69-87 id., 'Tel el-Dalfa ard Levantire Middle Bronz

Age chronology a rejoinde to Manfred Bietak, BASOR28L

(1991) 73-9 id., 'The chronoloy of Syria-Palestia in the

secom millennium BC, AgypterundLevante 3 (1992) 39-51; id.,

'The chronoloy of Syria-Palestia in the secon millennium

BCE a review of currern issues' BASOR283 (1992) 1-25 id.,

'Settlemen patterrs ard chronoloy of Palestie in the middle

bronz age; in Oren 1997 285-301 J. M. Weinstein 'The

chronoloy of Palestie in the early secom millennium BC;

BASOR283 (1992) 27-46 id. (n. 3), 84-9Q Holladay (n. 14) 210

n. 5, has statel mog recenty tha '. . . the absolué dates
maintaine by Bietsk ... do not, as yet commam universa
asseh .... and indea appea unworkable—a presenty

formulated—n terns of Westen Asiatic relative chronologies
particularly those of Syria-Palestiné.
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Bietek argues tha if the Dalfa frescos are indeal from the periad after the eary 18h
Dynasy Egyptiars had regainé contrd of Avaris, i.e. sore time afte ¢.153 BC, then the
Thera frescos shoutl als be placel within tha time period*> This would once agah bring
the Thera frescos within the sixteenh centuy BC as per the 'traditiond chronology for the
Bronze Age Aegean rathe than within the seventeemt centuy BC as per the 'high
chronology™® The alternative to raise the dates of Egyptian chronoloy neary 13 yeas in
orde to agree with the suggesté Aegean 'high chronology, would wre& hava: with
Egyptian histoly and accordimy to Bietak™ would be unacceptalel to Egyptologists

Furthermore Biet&k suggest tha recen finds of Theran pumice a Tel el-Dalfa ‘within a
single restrictel stratum of the New Kingdomt dat the islands eruption to 'sometine after the
reign of Ahmose and befoe tha of Thutmos 111 (c. 150 BC), a periad which is 'perfecty in
keepirg with the traditiond dating of the volcant eruption of Santorini*® Finds of Theran
pumice sone in stratified Bronz Age contexts hawe bea found elsewhee in recent yeas as
well, including the Nile Delta the weg coas of Turkey, coasth Syria-Palestineard a numbe
of islands and area within the Aegeant® Although the® earlig finds had confirmed an LM |
A dae for the volcanc eruption of Santorinj they were not of mudh hep in providing an
absolue chronologich dak for tha event Bietaks new data on the othe hand if indeal
excavated in a stratified contex ard datel accordig to Egyptian chronology might provide
the key to the long sough absolué dak for the Thera eruption If the explosia is indeeal to be
placed within the early 18h Dynasty rathe than the Hykscs period then we might conside
more seriousy an ongoirg discussia in Egyptologica circles which has bea exploring the
possibiliy tha the cataclysne evert was se@ by the Egyptiars ard recorde in the 'Tempes
Stek of Ahmose’ datal toc. 153 BC® If this tex does recod the Ther eruption it would be
the only confirmed firsthard textud accour of tha ever which we currenty posses&®

It remairs to be seen however how othea scholas involved in the Aegean chronoloy
debaé (e.g Betancourt Manning Hankey Warren and other$ will interpra Bietaks new
evidene and hypothesesit is unlikely that his statemerst will go unchallengd for long The
implicatiors are enormous for example it was the initial dating of the Dalfa frescos to the
Hyksas period with the resultirg implicatiors of contacs betwe@ Minoan Cret ard Hyksces

12 Cf. Cline (n. 17) 5.

% Bietek 1996 76.

184 Cf. Warren and Hankey (n. 133) 215

' Bietek 1996 76.

1% Cf. Betancour 1987 (n. 132) Manning 1988 (n. 132) id.
19% (n. 132) 200-16

¥ Bietek 1996 76.

% |bid. 78, pl. 34 a-b; id. 1997 124-5

% Cf. Foste ard Ritner (n. 3), M. Artzy, 'Conica cups
and pumice Aegea cult aa Te Nami, Israel; in R.
Laffineur and L. Basd (eds) Thalassa:L'Egeeprehistoriqueet la
mer (Liege 1991) 203-6 P. M. Warren ard H. Puchelt
'Stratified pumice from bronz age Knossos'in Hardy ard
Renfrev 1990 71-81, J. S Soles ard C. Davaras'Theran ah
in Minoan Crete new excavatios on Mochlos; in Hardy
ard Renfrev 199Q 89-95 P. P. Betancourt P. Goldberg R.
Hope Simpson ard C.J Vitaliano, 'Excavatios a Pseira
the evidene for the Theran eruption; in Hardy ard
Renfrev 1999 96-9 T. Marketoy 'Santorim tepha from
Rhodes ard Kos somre chronologich remarls basel on the

stratigraphy' in Hardy ard Renfrev 199Q 100-13 D. G.
Sullivan, 'Minoan tephma in lake sedimerg in westen
Turkey. datirg the eruption ard assessio the atmosphed
dispershof the ash, in Hardy ard Renfrev 199Q 114-19 V
Francaviglia 'Sea-bore pumice deposis of archaeologida
interes on Aegea ard Easten Mediterranea beaches'in
Hardy and Renfrev 199Q 127-34 D. J. Stanlgg ard H.
Sheng 'Volcanc shard from Santorim (uppe Minoan ash)
inthe Nile Delta Egypt; Nature,320 (1986) 733-5

0 cf. C. Vandersleyen 'Une tempee sois le regre
d'Amosis; Revued'Egyptologie,19 (1967) 123-59 id., 'Deux
nouveau fragmens de la stek d'’Amosk relatan une tempete’
Revua'Egyptologie20 (1968) 127-34 H. Goedicke'The erd of
the Hyksas in Egypt; in L. Leslo (ed) EgyptologicalStudiesn
Honor of RichardA. Parker(London 1986) 37-47 E. N. Davis A
stom in Egyp during the reign of Ahmose, in Hardy ard
Renfrav 199Q 232-5 Foste ard Ritner (n. 3). Redfod 199 (n.
2), 16 M.H. Wienea ardJ.P. Allen, 'Separat lives the Ahmose
Stelh ard the Thera eruption, INES57 (1998) 1-28

188 Cf. Foste and Ritner (n. 3), 10
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Egypt which led the preseh autha finally to accep a variation of the 'high chronology after
literally yeas of vacillating betwea the ‘'traditional and 'high' chronologies® Now, with
sud a crucid chronologich linchpin removed or a leas cas into doubt there seens one
agan the possibiliy tha the 'traditiond chronology is correct If the Dalfa frescos are
indicatiors of contacs betwe@ Minoan Cree ard early 18h DynastyEgypt rathe than with
Hyksos Egypt |, for ong shal be bad on the fene regardiy the suggesté dates for the
Aegean Late Bronz Age thoudh leanirg one agan towards the 'traditiond chronology: If,
however they can still be usal as indicatiors of contacs betwe& Minoan Cree ard Hyksos
Egypt | shal be conten to continwe working with a versia of the 'high chronology®®

ICONOGRAPHY AND INTERACTIONS

Whateve the dae of the Dalfa frescoesard regardles of by whom they were painted we are
still left with the questim of whethe the transplantd images held the sane culturd or
religious significane for the Hyksas or the Egyptiars as they did for the Minoans If they were
painted for residem Minoans as Bietek has suggestedthen the questimm may or may nat be
moot, but otherwi®e one may well contras commens mace a the sane internationa
conferene by Wiener

. Whateve cult 5|gn|f|canae the paintings may hawe had in Crete by the time they travelled they may simply
have bea astatis symbad .

with those by Kopcke

Wha has bean shown from Tel el-Dalfa is nat Aegean At best,you can claim it is of Aegean inspiration In the
first place we should as art historians be analytica in a responsil# fashion In ary ca® the following questim is
really more interesting could a foreign idiom hawe been adopted?®

Much of wha has been written to dae abou the Dalfa frescos by scholas othea than the
excavatos themselve falls into the genera categoy of ‘connoisseurship'—thads, collectiors
of observation ard catalogus concernimg the relevarn bull-leapirg scens arourd the Aegean
and Easten Mediterranean There haw bee few articles which undertale in-depth
considerationa eithe of ethnographi ard theoreticé issues or of the ramification of thee
frescoes Thus questios concerniig the iconograply of the frescos ard the implicatiors of
the ethntc identity of the inhabitans and artiss a Tel el-Dalfa hawe rarely been addressed
only avely few scholas hawe attemptel to discus sud topics seriousy to date'® Surey thee
would be fruitful fields for future inquiry ard research

At ary rate it seens clea tha the erd of the Hykse periad ard the stat of the 18h
Dynasy sav the beginning of wha would be for the remainde of the Bronz Age, atime of
truly internation& connectios betwe@ Egypt the Aegean and the Easten Mediterranean
an era perhap replet with gift exchangs (royd or otherwise) private mercharg plying the
sea in ships filled with exotic and mundamre merchandisgand itinerart artisars and

2 Cline (n. 17) 5-8. 165 G. Kopckg commen during discussio session in

1% |bid. Laffineur ard Niemeie 1995 285

% M. H. Wiener commen during discussio session in 6 Morgan (n. 116) 29-53 Redmoun (n. 122) 61-89 A.
Laffiner and Niemeie 1995 286 cf al®o id.,, commens in B. Knapp 'Mediterranea Bronz Age trade distance

discussia sectionAgypterundLevanteb (1995) 128-9 powe ard place, in Cline ard Harris-Clire (n. 28), 193-207
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impoverishe mercenarie selling ther servics to the highes bidder'™ Indeed Karageorgts
points out tha remnans of Cypriat vases more than 500 sherd in all, hawe bee fourd a Tel
el-Dalfa in both Hykscs ard early 18h Dynasy contexts:® ard Bietsk has now optimistically
suggeste the likelihood tha 'a Cypriat communiy lived amorg the Canaanite a Tel el
Dab’a.!®® In turn, both Hykscs ard eary 18h Dynasy Egyptian objects including a va®
apparent} inscribed with the cartoucle of Ahmose hawe beea found in Cyprus in Middle and
Late Bronz Age contexts:™ Filling out the picture are the connectios with the Bronz Age
Aegean which hawe bee discussd above while Arnold et al. hawe presentd additiond
evidene for interconnectios and contacs betwea Egyp and the outsice world, especialf
Syria-Palestineduring the Middle Kingdom ard Hyksas Periods:” However ore is faced
with the dud questios of (a) how mud of the trade and/a contacs were conducte on
behaf of the kings ard royally of the countries in question as opposd to tha conducte by
private merchang or individuak actirg on ther own behalf ard (b) how far can we pus the
extan artefacs in our effort to uncove answes to both theoretich and applied questions

Bietak begirs to addres the questim of why the® particula images were paintal a Avaris
but dodge the issie by suggestig that it is 'prematue to attemp a definitive explanation a
this point'*” Even sq he hypothesizs tha the paintings a Tel el-Dalfa, particulary tho® in
Area H/I with ther theme of bulls and bull-leapers hawe a royd symbolisn nat fourd in the
‘Minoan painting elsewhee in the Easten Mediterranean Apart from the possiby later
representation a Mycenag Biet&k notes tha only & Knosse and Dalfa is the bull-leapirg
ritual represents in wall-paintings which indicates to him tha the Dalfa frescos mug 'be
sea in the contex of a royd architectue tha was of equd politicd importane to tha of
Knossos®” It is on this bass tha Bietak presers the revisal versia of his origind 'Minoan
princess theory:™ as noted althoudn the scenam remainsfundamentajl the same now the
princes lives in Egyptian rathe than Hykscs Avaris and is united in matrimory with Pharab
Ahmo= himsef rathe than with a Hykscs king as previousy hypothesized Although sudth
suggestd dynastt connectios betwe@ superpowes in the anciern world can be exciting to
contemplate one might prefe to hawe a little more concreé evidene befoe acceptig Bietaks
oft-repeatd (ard now revised suggestion especial} if it is to be usal to explan the very
existene for, and the specift iconograply of, the paintings a Tel el-Dalfa

SUMMATION AND CONCLUSIONS

As Maimonides wrote so long agq

The objed of this treati® is to enlighten [thosd . . . logt in perplexiy and anxiey ... | hawe contentel mysef with
briefly statirg the principles . . . and . . . fundamenthtruths togethe with such hints as approat aclea exposition™

& Cline (n. 17) id. (n. 42 id. (n. 120) Eliomylia (Nicosig 1990) 95-103 I. JacobssarAegyptiacdrom

8 v/, Karageorghis 'Relatiors betwea Cypris and  LateBronzeAgeCyprus(Jonseredl1994) passimiL. C. Maguire
Egypt—Secod Intermedia¢ Perial ard Xllit h Dynasty, ‘Tell el-Dalfa: the Cypriat connection' in Davies ard
AgypterundLevantep (1995) 73-9, cf. Bietek 1996 35, 59, 63, Schofietl 1995 54-65
70, fig. 49, pl. 26 a-c. m Arnold e al. (n. 131) 13-32

® Bietek 1996 59. 1 Bietek 1996 79.

™ |bid. 63, fig. 48 b; cf alo G. Clerg 'Un fragmen de 8 |bid. 74 79.

vae au nom d'’Ahmoss (9 a Palaepaphos-Teratsoudhigd '™ Ibid. 80-1; cf. previousy id. 1992 26-8 id. 1995 26.
V.Karageorgts(ed.) TombstPalaepaphos. Teratsoudhia?. 5 Maimonides (n. 36), 2, 5.



218 ERIC H. CLINE

Tel el-Dalfa is a unigue site in mary ways but especialf for the amoun of excitemenit has
bea generatig sine 1992 the yea when the first public announcemestconcerning the
discovey of 'Minoarn wal paintings were made Given the bombshdl now droppel by Bietak
namey tha the frescos a Dalfa shoull be dated only to the early 18h Dynasy ard nat to
the Hykscs periad a all,'® ore can only gues a the effed tha this will have or has alreay
had on the scholas following enthusiasticajl in his wake It will be interestig to see whethe
thee othe scholas will decicke to offer their own revisal interpretatios base upa the
newly publisha data or if they abstan from furthe speculatio until future excavatio
seasos a Tel el-Dalfa produ@ additiona results

In the end despie the pag severh yeas of enthusiasti debats ove the Tel el-Dalfa
frescos ard ther implications'” or perhajs becaus of them the only observatios tha may
really be made without fear of contradictia is tha the excavatios & ancien Avaris are stil
ongoirg ard that as a resul{ Bietak has already had to chang his mind sever& times
regardiry the stratigraply and the prope dating of the wall paintings There is al® only ore
conclusio tha will be acceptatd to al scholas ard which will be readiy apparehto ary
who hawe followed the discussion of the DalFa paintings sine the first publication bad in
1992 namely tha it is probaby futile, ard possiby even dangerousto depeml too firmly
upon build too loftly atop or delve too deepy into, ary hypothese regardilg contacs
betwea eithea the Hykscs ard the Minoars or the early 18h Dynasy Egyptiars ard the
Minoars which are constructd solely or primarily upm the bass of thee wall paintings

Given the manne in which the scholary world has breathlesgl awaitel eat new
pronouncemenby Bieta&k ard his excavatio team it would probaby be heretica at this
point, ard certainy ungracios in the extreme to suggestha in retrospetit might hawe been
bette if they had waited and had mack the scholary communiy wait as well, until the
excavatios in this section of Avaris were completel and the final decisiors concernimg
stratigraphy chronology ard findspos were made befoe publishirg the resuls ard letting
the debats begin Neverthelessit is clea in retrospettha sud a strateg might have bee
better given the backtrackilg ard rethinking nov necessar on the pat of the entire scholary
communiy concernd with this topic, and given the effort and funds expendd on the
numeros scholary articles which may now be eithe partially or totally, suddery irrelevar
in the light of the new dat ard dating scheme propose by Bietak It would be interesting in
fact to calculae just how much has alrea¢ beea spent in terms of both money and time, on
the six volumes of Agyptenund Levante nat to mentian the othe conferene volumes books
and journak which, if Bietaks redatirg is correct contan suddery obsole¢ papes discussig
Dab’a materid in terms of Hykscs interconnection rathe than early 18h Dynasy
interconnections

Therefore althoudn it may prove impossible it seens nat a al unreasonalelto suggesthat
the reg of the scholary communiy might conside giving the Tel el-Dalfa excavatos sone
breathing-room Rathe than rushirg to produe additional or revised hypothese based
upaon Bietaks new datirg for the wall paintings ard othe tentative evidencs for suggests
residem Minoars or Minoan royally a Avaris, it might be wise to exercig restraint ard wait
until they hawe conclude their excavatios in the relevan area of the site and hawe

1% Bietak 1996 76. 5 (1995) 126-32
7 See e.g the discussia sectian in AgyptenundLevante,
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publishal all their raw datg including sectionh drawings and enoudy stratigraphich
information to dae the frescos and othe pertinert artefacts both to their satisfactio ard
ours'® In short while giving thanks to Bietsk and his tean for ther herculea exploratio
and publication efforts thos of us watchirg from the sidelines might conside observig a

leag a brief respie before we one agan 'take up with Avaris'*”

University ofCincinnati

® Bietek is clearly awae of the nea for full publicatin
of all relevan datg in Bietak 1997 1% he states 'Some of
the criticism is basel on the claim tha the resuls of Tel el
Dalfa hawe nat yet been fully publishe in orde to contrd
the resuls presentd by the excavator This is true, but
complicatel excavatios neel some time for their
evaluation and subsequerpublicatian . . . the evaluatio of

ERIC H. CLINE

the materia is nat in the hand of a singk individual, but of
an internation& grow of a leag 20 scholas basel in
different countries The materid is not secref it is
accessible We always hawe an open doa for intereste
colleagues.

' With apologie to Lord Byron, Don Juan (1818-1824)
canb |, st 216



