
1984 - Incipit

There was one on the house-front immediately opposite. BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING 
YOU, the caption said, while the dark eyes looked deep into Winston's own. (...) In the far 
distance a helicopter skimmed down between the roofs, hovered for an instant like a 
bluebottle, and darted away again with a curving flight. It was the police patrol, snooping 
into people's windows. The patrols did not matter, however. Only the Thought Police 
mattered. 

The telescreen received and transmitted simultaneously. Any sound that Winston made, 
above the level of a very low whisper, would be picked up by it, moreover, so long as he 
remained within the field of vision which the metal plaque commanded, he could be seen 
as well as heard. There was of course no way of knowing whether you were being 
watched at any given moment. (...) It was even conceivable that they watched everybody 
all the time. But at any rate they could plug in your wire whenever they wanted to. You had 
to live -- did live, from habit that became instinct -- in the assumption that every sound you 
made was overheard, and, except in darkness, every movement scrutinized. 
(...)
The Ministry of Truth -- Minitrue, in Newspeak -- was startlingly different from any other 
object in sight. It was an enormous pyramidal structure of glittering white concrete, soaring 
up, terrace after terrace, 300 metres into the air. From where Winston stood it was just 
possible to read, picked out on its white face in elegant lettering, the three slogans of the 
Party: 

WAR IS PEACE 
FREEDOM IS SLAVERY 
IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH 

From 1984 by George Orwell (1949).

________________________________________________________________________

1. Introduce the extract (nature, source, date, writer, main topic)

2. Do you know the novel 1984? What is it about?

3. Underline all the characters and the places. What is going on in the extract?

4. Why are some words in capital letters?

5. Explain the antithesis in the last sentence “IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH”.

6. In which sort of world does Winston live?


