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A DECLARATION OFA STATE OF EMERGENCY 

OF SU/ODES ON THE PINE RIDGE RESERVATION 

A Ood•radon by the P~sklent of tho Octal• Sioux Tribe, Julian R. s .. , Runnor: 

On this date, August 24. 2020 at 10:00 a.m. (MST), 1 am declaring a State or Emergency lor the Plne Ridge 
Reservation based on the number of suicides thatare on the rlse, as w.,U as Ideations and attempts. 

WHEREAS, the Pine Ridge Reservation covers more than 3 million acres in a remote and rural area, and 

has more than 45,000 enrolled citilens; and 

WHEREAS, the Oglala SlouxTribe ls one of 16 sovereign nations recognù.ed ln the Great Plains Region and 
a pan of the Ocerl Sokowln (Seven Cou nell Flres, a Iso commonly lmown as the Great Sioux Nation) with Treaty 
rlghts tlm the United States has obligations tous and our unique polltlcal relatlonship with them as set fonh ln a 

series ofTreatfes,lncludlng the Fon t.aramie Treaty or 1851 (ll Stat. 749) and the 1868 Sioux Nation Treaty (15 
Stat. 635); and 

WHEREAS, the United States Treaty obligations and trust responslbility to the Oglala Sioux Tribe cali for 
effons to ensure peace and prosperlty on the Pine Ridge Reservation; and 

WHEREAS, desplte the United States' Treaty obligations and trust responslblllty to our Tribe, our Pine 
Ridge Reservation suffers exœedlngly hlgh rates ol suicide, along with other deplorable conditions connected to 

unemployment and extreme poveny. Wlt.hin Oglala La kota County alone, which ls ent.lrely within our Reservation, 
consistently is one of the hlghest in negative statistlcs in any county in the United States; and 

WHEREAS, many of our Tribal citizens face many sodo-economk challenges associated with unresolved 
generatlonal and hlstorical grief from what our anœstors survlved through, compounded with real·time grief over 
the contlnualloss of loved on es due to ali the leadlng causes of dea th on the Reservation, and ln partlcular by 

suicides; and 

WHEREAS, many of our Tribal citizens continue to face historicalintergenerational trauma Issues and 

horriflc acu a>mmltted against them as pan of systemk radsm that stlllexlsts today ln America; and 

WHEREAS, many of our Tribal citlzens continue to reel in the shock waves from the onslaught of 
Christianity forœd on the prlor generations to present, whkh ultlmately seek to eradicate our t.akota wav of life 

and beliers and to replace our teachlngs and knowledge base with a foreign beJiel system; and 

WHEREAS, many of our Tribal chirens are pushlng forward for the restorntlon of tradltlonal llfeways and 

laws by understandlng and prnctldng La kota lifeways and laws ln order to combat the extreme poveny, alcohol 
and drug abuse and addiction. dysfunctlonal family systems, and hlgh crime rates arising from these negative 
sodo-economic factors affectlng our people and contributing to the hlgh suicide rates; and 
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WHEREAS, addlng to the challenges that our people face to resto re and malntaln our tradltlonal ukota 

llfeways, we are now confronted wlth the COV1D·19 Pandemk that threa1ensour vulnerable populallon, lntludlng 

our tradltlonal knowledge keepers; and 

WHEREAS; we have had to lake measures !hat requlre Isolation and limltl!d movernent ln our 

communllles ln order to prevenl further spread of lhe virus that causes COVI!)-19 ln an effort 10 protect our 

people; and 

WHEREAS, lhese necessary measures and the threa1 of the virus are laklng a 1011 on !he mental health 

needs of our populallon requlrlng a response thal we a re lnadequalely pre pa red for due to lack of resources; and 

WHEREAS, as of August 17, 2020, the O~la Sioux Tribe Oepartment of Publk Safe1y provlded daunllng 

suicide and suicide threats data for each of the 9 polniul Districts on the Reservation from January 1 -August 17, 

2020 alooe, and the stiltlstlcs totals were os follows: 

• 177 total Suicide Attempts. 

• 5 total Suicides. 

• 168 total Suicide Threats; and 

WHEREAS, ln August 2020 the Oglala SlouxTribe Suicide Prevention Pro gram has collected suicide relat.ed 

data from ali the local agencies and is reportlng that. there has been 9 suicides ln 2020 from January 1 -August 

17, 2020 between the ages or 14 and 32, wlth 4 orthose suicides occurrlng ln the last 2 ~ks; and 

WHEREAS, again in 2019, the Oglala Sioux Tribe Department of Public Safety provldl!d dauntlng suicide 

and suicide threats data for the Reservatlon from January 1, 2017 toJuly 31, 2019, whlch lncluded both adults and 

juveniles, and the statlstlcs at that Ume were as follows: 

• 458 total Suicide Attempts. 

• 4 total Suicides. 

• 1,126 total Suicide Threats; and 

WHEREAS, ln 2019, the lndlan Health Service, Pioe Ridge Service Unit provlded daunting suicide related 

st.atlstics for the nearly S.year perlod toverlng Oecember 2014 to June 2019, and the statlstlcs totals were as 

follows for Suicide Behavlors: 

• 1,32S total Ideation with Plan and ln lent. 

• 860 total Attempts. 

• 43 total Completl!d. 

• 4 total Attempted Suklde with Attemptl!d Homicide; and 

WHEREAS, aga ln in 201S, an Oglala Sioux Tribal Presidential Proclamation Oedarlng a St~te o f Emergency 

was declared due to the hJsh Incidence or suicides among reservation youth. At the tlme, severa! declarative 

actions were to be completed,lncludlng: 

• The lndlan Hcalth Servke was to take emergency actions to deal wlth the youth suicide. 

• The U.S. Congress, South Dakota Congresslonal Delegation, and South Dakota Gaver nor at the Ume Dennis 

Daugaard to support a bill ln Congress to develop Infrastructure on the Reservation that will promote 

long·term economie self·sufflclency to crea te permanent jobs whlch was seen as part of the real cause or 

ab)Kt poverty, alcoholand drug abuse, crime and health tare Issues llke suicide. 

• The Tribal Councll Commlttees of Economie & Buslness Oevelopment, Health & Human Services, 

Education, and uw & Order to work together to develop a Strategie Plan for Ogtala Sioux Tribal Councll 
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approval !hal will promo1e economie devtlopmenl, job crea lion, quality heahh ca re, counseling servlce,s, 
and lmproved law and order on the Reservation. 

• The Tribal Coundl Health & Human Services Commlttee will also develop an ordlnance eslabllshing a 
'Tribal You1h Services Department' that will develop and operate a wlde range of programs almed at 
Reserva lion youth. 

• A governmenHo-government consul1.allon be held between Tribal Councll and the lndlan Heahh Service, 
Bureau of lndlan Affalrs, Oepartment of Labor, Houslng and Urban DevelopmenJ. and Department of 

Jusllce for the purpose of developlng a Memorandum of Understandlng (MOU) on permanenl, annual 
fundlng for (at !he tlme) the Trlbe's Sweetgrass Program, and lmprovement of suicide prevenllon and 

awareness, and counseling services on the Reservation. 

• Restructure the Trlbe's Planning Departmenlto lncrease Ils efflclency ln bringing more publk and priva le 
sector jobs to the Reservation. 

• Great Plains Tribal Chalrman's Assodatlon (GPTCA) to organlze an lnter·t.ribal summit on the suicide crisls 
!hat exlns on the Plne Ridge Re,.,rvatlon and other ReservaJions to address lnJ.er·trlbal cooperallon ln 
dea ling wfth suicides among our Reservat'oon youth. 

• Flnally, that it was Important to •work 1oger~r ro reduu the stlgmo ossoclo!ed wirh seeking mental 

htolrh, substonœ abuse ond sukide prevention servkes. At 1~ 2014 White House Tribal Notions 
Conference held ln Washington, OC. U.S. President Sorock Obomo ond his Cob/ne! oddressed rhe 2014 

Native Youth Reporr. Executive Order esroblishlng rhe White House Coundf on Native ~rkon Affoirs, 
omong orher upcomlng tribal youth lni!lolives. Tribal Sovtre/gnry and Tribal Se/f·Delermlna!lon must be 

supported by Federal Governmenr and al/ govemmtntol deportments must doo belier job oj worklng wlth 
the lndlgenous Tribal Nations. Concurrence wlth U.S. President Obamo's Executive Order ond chaffenge 
the White House Counc/1 on Native American Affalrs to oddress rht sp«i{.c problems on our Amer/con 

/nd/on Reservations ond work wlrh Tr/bol Leaders to ~lp our People. We connor/ose ony more of our 
Chlldrenl'; and 

WHEREAS, ln 2010, the Sena te Commi«ee on lndlan Affalrs published a report on S. 1635, adcnowfedging 
a federal trust responsibillty Jo provlde health ca re to Native Americans. Thls trust responsibilily to provlde health 

to members of the Oglala Sioux Tribe ls expressed ln: 

• The Treaty of 1868; 

• The 1877 Act, Article 8 (each lndlvldual will be prolected ln hls/her rlghts of 'property, person and Ille'); 

• The U.S. Supreme Cour1's Interpretation of the 1877 Act. Article Bln Ex porte Crow Dog, 109 U.S. 556, 568· 
69 (1883)("11)hey were nevertheless to be subject to the laws of the united Slates, not ln !he sa me sense 

of ciUtens, bu!, as they had always been, as wards subject to a guardian •• ") 

• Ptotectlng each lndlvldual Sioux lndlan by provldlns quallty health care ls a contlnulng benefit under the 
1868 Treaty, 1877 Act, other federal statutes and federal common law; it ls not Government largesse, but 
ls part of the quld pro quo for the confiscation of Sioux Trealy lands ln violation of the U.S. Constitution; 

• The Oglala Sioux Trlbe, however, does nol acknowledse the conflsalion of the Black Hllls under !he 1877 

Act, but merely cites the Act as the 'standord·' for compensa ling it for the deniai of the "absolute and 
undlsturbed use and occupation" of the land as guaranteed und et the 1868 Treaty; and 

WHEREAS, ln 2009, !he Oglala Sioux Trlbe pa~ RMOiutlon No. 09·269 Declarfng a Suicide SUite of 

Emergency due to the hlgh Incidence of suicides in 2008 and 2009 among our people, tl ting th at suicide was one 
of the leadlng causes of dealh on the reservation. The Resolution a iso no led: 
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• Thal ln 1999 the 16" United States Surgeon General (1998-2002) at the tlme, David Satcher (who also 
served slmultaneousty ln the position of Alslstant Secretary for Heallh from 1998 through January 2001), 

declared suicide a serlous public heatth threat and was quoted as puttlng out a 'coll of oc!fon', statlng "The 
nouon mll5t oddrtss suie/dt os o slgnl{lconr public heolrh probltm and pur lnro place national wareg~ 

ro pr~ntthe loss of /Ife ond the sufferlng suicide couses. We must act now." 

• By 2012, the 16'" United States Surgeon General David Satcher wu glven credit for issulng the first 

National Strategy for Suicide Prevention, as noted ln the 2012 National Strategy for Suicide Prevention: 

Goals and Objectivu for Action: A Report of the U.S. SufJ!eOn General and of the National Action Alliance 

for Suicide Prevention. This 2012 National Strategy for SUicide Prevention ls the latest report natlonally 

to deal wlth suicide preventlon. 

• The Oglala Sioux Tribe Sweetgrass Program was establlshed for the followlng purposes: 

o lncreise community awareness, support and coordinate Tribal Youth Suldde Prevention. 
o Strengthen capaclty and resources for providlng screenlng. ear1y ldentlficatlon, referral and 

follow-up of at-risle youth. 

o Reduce the number of Oglala Sioux Trl~l youth ages fourteen (14) to twenty·four (24). 

o Contribute to local, regional, and national knowledge and effective strattgies for Tribal Vouth 

Sulclde Prevention; and 

WHEREAS, regardlus of these countless efforts by the federal government to lund Tri~l programs, ali 

the proclaimed youth initiatives lnitlated, the numerous declarations, calls for action, the proposed restructuring. 

the calls for permanent fundlng for suicide prevention programs and continued strattgic plan updates. the 

lncreased awareness and education, the reduclng of the stigma for seeking help, the retalnlng data on attempu 

and completions, the consistent broken promises of the United States' and thelr meagerefforts to do a better job 

worlting with indlgenous nations on the public health threat of sulddes through the years, the urging and calling 

on the United States to uphold thelr Treaty obligations and trust responslbllltles for us as Oglala La kota, there 

continues to be systemlc radsm ln place and a dellberate neglect ln plaœ to suppress our people lnto these horrid 

conditions, whlch directly results ln t.he hlgh rates of suicide amongst our youth; and 

WHEREAS, suicide, like alcohollsm and drug abuse, is a 'symptom of a larger soclo-economlc problem. 

However, wlthout the adequate re sources that the federal government has at lU disposai, the Oglala Sioux Tribe 
ls llmlt"d ln what efforts lt can provlde to lts cilizens ln tenns of behavloral health proresslonals, outreach, 

prevention, awareness, and action, economie development for employment opportunltles, a fair share of the 

economie wealth of the United States of America, and an opportunlty to share ln the so-called 'Amerkan Dream' 

on the Pi ne Ridge Reservat.lon due to our race and being a people of coior; and 

WHEREAS, the people residlng on the Pl ne Ridge Reservation are contlnuing 10 leam t.he warning signs 

and appropria te responses to suicide, thal lndude, but are notlimited to: 

• Expressions of no hope for the future. 

• Unexpected ca lis to famlly members or friends saying good-bye, giving away possessions, preoccupation 

with death, isolation, and lncreases consomption of a kohol or drugs. 

• Assisting lndividuals exhlbltlng these slgns by calllng 911. or the suicide holllne, or taklng the suicidai 
person to the emeiJ!encv room at a nearty ho.spltal or health cllnlc for evaluation and treatment; and 

WHEREAS, the Og.lala Sioux Trlbe will request the United States Congrcss. pursuant to the 1868 Fort 

t.aramle Treaty, and Article 8 of the Act of Fcbruary 28, !Sn (19 Stat. 254), ln whlch the Unlt."d States agreed that 
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~ath lndividual Sioux lndlan on the fC~rvatlon would be I)(Otect~d ln hls/hef •fl&hts of propeny and llfe•- to 

pfovlde thfough the lndlan Health Service and/of the Bureau ollndlan Allal~ and/Of other conœmed l~detal 

agendes: 
a. Pfovlde emergency led~tllllunds to asslst ln the revision of the Tribal Suicide Prevention Plan. 

b. Provlde emerge ney lede111llunds to deal wlth the Immediate suicide crlsls confrontlng our Tribal citizen s. 
c. Provlde long·term, permanent yearly lundlng for the Trlbe's Suicide Prevention Program; and 

WHEREAS, the Oglala Sioux Trlbe Executive Commlttee met on August 18, 2020 to dlscuss the matter of 

lhls Oecla111tlon and approved ollts release. 

NOW. THEREFORE,I, JUUAN R. BEAR RUNNER, PRESIOEHT OF ntE OGLALA SIOUX TRI BE 00 HERES V OECLARf 
A STATE OF EMERGfNCY OF SUIOOES ON THE Pl NE RIDGE RESERVATION; AND 

BE IT FURTHER OECLARE:O, 1, JUUAN R. BEAR RUNNER, President of the Oglala Sioux Trlbe, calls on ali 

component.s of the United States government to asslst us ln our efforu to prevent suicide on our Plne Ridge 
Reservation, and to do so by provlding sustalnable, consistent and perpetuai fundlng for these purposes. Also 
reminds the unUed States of America of lts treaty obllgatlons and trust responslbllltles to the Oglala Sioux Trlbe 

(as part of the Great Sioux Nation) and requests Immediate technlcal assistance from the Oepanment of lnterlor, 
the Bureau of lndlan Affal~. and the Oepartment of Health & Human Services ln the form of Immediate 
deployment of approprlate Behavloral Health Professionals and other related prolesslonals to the Pine Ridge 

Reservation to asslst the Tribe wlth suklde prevention and Intervention efforu, as weil as to lund exlstlng 

prog111ms on the Reservation th at can help thwan suklde; and 

BE 1T RJRntER OECLAREO, I, JUUAN R. BEAR RUNNER, President of the Oglala Sioux Tribe, demand thal the 
prevlously estabHshed Tribai·Suldde Task Force be reenacted Immediate !y to develop and lmplement strategies 

for combat ting the hlgh rates of suicide on our Pin~ Ridge Reservation and provide a thorough repon wlthln 30 
days in arder to present to the United States Congress for Immediate action, to crea te a Bill tl\at will provlde for 
long·tcrm solutions to tumlng the socio~conomlc conditions around here on the Plne Ridge Reservation. The 

Trlbai·Sulcide Task Force will ensure that there are adequate behavloral health resourccs that are coordlnated 

with federal agencles llned above; and 

BE 1T FINAUY OEClAREO, I, JUliAN R. BEAR RUNNER, President of the Oglala Sioux Trlbe, cali on our Lakota 
Oyate to help one another. ln arder to heal the youth, our La kota Oyate needs to help our Lako13 vou th to can 
back thelr spirits to they can be healed by ensuring that the t111ditlonal practices and protocols are ln place for 

tradltional heallng and related services. One such ~rvke ls to suppot1the abllity foryouth to receive thelr spin tuai 
La kota name, ln order to help them leam the value and glft of Ille regardtess of despair we ali experience ln our 
lives, as weil asto be taught ali of the Lakota teachlngs and values. By calllng on our ancesto~ for help ln the 

Lakota way of fife, we ali will provlde for a mechanlsm for the heallng of the youth, and their parents and 
grandparents. Our U!kota way of life is here for the betterment of the Lakota Oyate ln general. 

Julian R. Bear Runner 
President 

IN WfTHtsS WHWOI-, 1 h.w.l!lttt\11\tO loel my 

hltld and Ot.IM to bt affu:td the Gre.rt Sul ot ttMI 
Qst.olo Slou>< T..,. on ••btc• d.oyof •~CV"- 20"'-' 
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